AUGUST
Wednesday 2 August 
Royal Society Rutherford Fellowship Sir Paul Nurse FRS, Nobel Laureate and Rutherford Memorial Lecturer for 2006, will be visiting New Zealand from 29 July until 18 August 2006, and will give the 2006 Rutherford Memorial Lecture to public audiences in Palmerston North on 2 August. The Rutherford Memorial Lecture was established in 1952 by the Royal Society (London) as part of the Rutherford Memorial Scheme. Since then, in association with the Royal Society of New Zealand, triennial visits have taken place to New Zealand to present the Rutherford Memorial Lecture. Sir Paul Nurse is President of Rockefeller University in New York. Previously he was head of Cancer Research UK. He is a Nobel Laureate for his work on the genes that regulate the cell division cycle - the process that takes a fertilised egg from a tiny single cell to the 100,000 billion cells that make up an adult human, or an accidental mutation that leads to a cancer tumour - jointly winning the Nobel Prize for Medicine or Physiology with Tim Hunt and Leland H. Hartwell in 2001. 7.30pm at College of Education Auditorium on Centennial Drive.

Wednesday 2 August 
Horowhenua Branch Forest and Bird, Beach Patrol - Hokio Beach South with Brian Tyler 06 368 1489

Saturday 5 August 
Horowhenua Branch Forest and Bird, Trip to Michael Kean’s Gecko breeding colony. Trip invite includes KCC and families. Leave from Thomson House, Kent St, Levin; or ring for arranged pick-ups in Foxton, Shannon, or Otaki. Contact trip leader Julie Curran 06 368 0799. 

Tuesday 8 August 
Manawatu Branch Forest and Bird monthly meeting: "SpiderWoman & her Katipo Kapers" with Jessica Costall, Massey University. All welcome. Gold coin donation. 7:30 pm Te Manawa Science Centre, 396 Main St West, Palmerston North. For more information contact Brent Barrett, 06 357 6962

Wednesday 9 August 
Rangitikei Branch Forest and Bird Meeting - New Zealand Falcon with Richard Seaton, Massey University. Visitors welcome, Milne Room Presbyterian Church, Broadway, Marton, 7.30pm. For more information contact, Tony Simpson 06 327 7765

Wednesday 9 August 
Ornithological Society NZ (OSNZ) quarterly meeting Lido clubrooms, Park Rd at 8 o'clock. The guest speaker will be Fleur Maseyk from Horizons who will give an overview of the Regional Council's environmental plans, but of much greater interest (I think!!) their plans for Totara Reserve, in the Pohangina Valley requiring bird monitoring support. For more information contact Roger on (06) 357 2966

Extended until 10 August
PN Environmental Trust's Green Screen Award Competition - you have until 10 August now to register your entry to be in for prizes to the value of $3,000 Click here 
Thursday 10 August 
Dune and Estuary Planting at Foxton Beach with Department of Conservation. Starting at 10.30am meet at the Holben Parade Rotary shelter - bring a spade. If you would like to join in contact Jo Greig 350 9700

By Friday 4th August 2006 
To celebrate the theme of Conservation Week, DOC is giving a budding poet a prize pack of selected native trees worth about $200. This poetry competition is open to anyone and more than one entry is welcome. The poem should be about this year’s Conservation Week theme “Everybody’s Business”.

All entries must have arrived at the Feilding Herald or DOC Palmerston North office by 4pm, . Entries can be posted to: Jo Greig - poem competition 717 Tremaine Avenue Palmerston North or emailed to jgreig@doc.govt.nz. 

Week 7-13 August 
Conservation Week Theme: "Everybody’s business - Kia ngâkau nui te katoa ki te whakarato" Check out what the Department of Conservation has organised - Click here

Saturday 12 August 
Manawatu Branch Forest and Bird Workparty at Keebles Bush, Palmerston North. Contact trip leader, Peter van Essen 355 9706 to confirm. Carpooling usually leaving at 9 am, from Church St, carpark opposite NZ Post.

Saturday, 12th August
Kiwi Conservation Club (KCC) ‘Bats and Rain at the Esplanade’ – Contact: Zaneta Park-Ng 06 359 3846 – if you are interested and for further details. Join us at the Palmerston North Esplanade Community Education Centre (near the café), where we shall talk together, looking at 'Rain', and how, why, and where different weather forms.  We shall also be doing some activiites to help us understand how rain and clouds form. A speaker from the Department of Conservation will be coming to talk to us about our furry nocturnal native bats, from 1.30pm to 2pm.

Sunday 13 August 
Rangitikei Branch Forest and Bird Visit to Sutherlands Turakina Bush Reserve. Contact trip leader John Marsh 06  327 7821 

Thursday 17 August 
NZ Association of Environmental Educators AGM being held in Wellington. For more information contact Adi Leng, 356 0126

Friday 18 August
The Taranaki-Whanganui Conservation Board is having its August meeting in Palmerston North. The meeting starts at 10 am and finishes around 5pm.  At the start of the meeting there is a public forum.  Any individuals or groups are welcome to address the Board on issues related to regional conservation. So think about whether there's anything you want to raise with the Board.  Or you may just want to attend out of interest. 

Sunday 20 August 
Pit Park People Society Third Sunday working party starting at 1pm. Carpark entry via signed driveway from Featherston Street on your left between Ruahine and Vogel Streets. Bring gardening tools and gloves. Hot cuppa and biscuits available afterwards. For more information contact Beth, 356 3183

Wednesday August 30 
Te Roopu Huirapa is holding a Save the Manawatu meeting in Red Cross Building, Main Street (Pioneer Highway side), Palmerston North at 7.00 pm to discuss the state of the Manawatu River and strategies to get the river clean.  Speakers include Massey University Scientist, Representatives from Rangitaane, Muaupoko and Ngati Raukawa and Representative of Waitarere Environment Care Association. For further information please contact: Malcolm Mulholland 021 512 152 

