April 2011
Friday and Saturday April 1 and 2: A Greener Way 2011, Sustainable Living Field Days at the Ashhurst Domain

This family-friendly event has evolved from Mai Farm Naturally Festival and is the only sustainable trade show in the Manawatu.  The Field Days will include world renowned keynote speakers, practical workshops, educational opportunities, multiple dynamic biological farming systems, organic and nutritional food and drink and more!
This is also an opportunity for community groups concerned about environmental sustainability to showcase what we do.  Sustainable Manawatu and Environment Network Manawatu will have a combined stall at the Field Days.  More details:
· Public entry is by donation 
· More information at www.maifarm.org.nz 
Saturday April 16: SuperGrans Preserving Workshop (Ashhurst)

· Where: the Village Valley Hall, Cambridge St,  Ashhurst
· When: 10 – 12noon
· This workshop will be using seasonal fruit – bookings essential – admin@sgmanawatu.org.nz
Monday April 18: SuperGrans Preserving Workshop (Palmerston North) 

· Where:  Salvation Army Church kitchen, Church Street
· When: 2 – 4pm
· This workshop will be using seasonal fruit – bookings essential – admin@sgmanawatu.org.nz
Tuesday April 19: Water quality in the Manawatu – How bad is it? and what’s being done about it?

Much has been said about water quality in the Manawatu. This presentation will move beyond the talk and present the latest findings on water quality in the Manawatu alongside information on what’s being done to improve water quality and where to next. 
· RSNZ Manawatu Branch, April meeting
· Speaker:  Dr Jon Roygard, Science Manager, Horizons Regional Council
· When:  7.30 pm 
· Where:  Te Manawa – Art Gallery, 326 Main Street, Palmerston North
· All warmly welcome!
Starting Thursday April 21 Film: Queen of the Sun: what bees are telling us

Don't miss the new film “Queen of the Sun: What are the bees telling us?” premiering in EUGENE at the Bijou Art Cinemas beginning on EARTH DAY 4/22!  
Queen of the Sun is a profound, alternative look into the problems and solutions of the global honeybee crisis from Taggart Siegel, the aclaimed director of the award-winning, grass-roots hit The Real Dirt on Farmer John. To view the Official Trailer click here.  Box Office Magazine calls it,“The Feel-Good Advocacy Movie of the Year.” FOR MORE INFO VISIT:  WWW.QUEENOFTHESUN.COM
The season at Cinema Gold in Palmerston North starts Thursday April 21st .  The film is 1 hour 30 minutes long.  
Closing Friday April 22nd: Our River - Environmental Photographs Competition 

Last chance to enter your photographic images to show how you think our rivers have changed the region over time - and how humans have contributed to those changes.  Prizes on offer!  Selected images will be displayed in Square Edge gallery from 18 May to 30 May 2011.
For more information visit www.communityarts.org.nz
Wednesday April 27: Sustainable Rangitikei Meeting – solar and wind power

Based in Marton Sustainable Rangitikei is a very active group with an expanding membership that meets monthly.  They welcome visits from people outside the Rangitikei.  
This month Raymond Cameron from Cameron and Sun is their speaker, talking about Solar Power. He will be joined by Max Varney, regaling attendees with his exploits getting a windmill established on his Marton property. 
For information on time and venue please contact Michelle michelle.bisset@xtra.co.nz 
Saturday April 30: “Te Awa - The River” exhibition opens at Te Manawa

This brand-new exhibition tells the story of the Manawatû River – the heart of our community. Water is crucial for life, and Te Awa – The River celebrates the Manawatû River as a symbol of the interdependence of all living things. Learn about the properties of water, explore the cave and climbing wall, come face to face with live – and long-dead – creatures, and see what happens when the river bursts its banks. Perhaps most importantly of all, discover how your actions affect our river and the lives of all those who depend upon it.  Free Entry.
