August 2011
Monday August 1: Meeting about setting up a local Organic FOOD Cooperative

Interested in being initiating members of a Palmerston North Community Supported Agriculture Cooperative Subgroup?   The cooperative would be a new branch of the  Wellington Co op. 

Organisers hope to support a Wairarapa based organic farmer while receiving fresh organic vegetables at a price similar to supermarket prices. The group is looking for more households to join to keep the cost down.  Organic food can be brought up to Palmerston North each Friday.  It costs $50.00 for membership which is refundable if you withdraw.  You commit to buying 6 months worth of vegetables -either a $15.50 standard bag or a $31.00 family bag.  This commitment supports the farmer to produce organic food while building up the soil.  To find out about Community Supported Agriculture visit their website www.simplygoodfood.co.nz   

· Meeting time: 5.30pm

· Meeting venue: Blue Room at St Andrews church (in Church St between the Plaza entrance and Farmers) 

· If you are intending to go to the meeting, or would like to know more, please email Beth beth.tolley@clear.net.nz   

Wednesday August 3: Forest & Bird Horowhenua - Bird Monitoring, Te Hakari Wetland and Kuku Beach. 

For details and to register your interest contact Geoff Monk (06) 364 5986 or Barbara Simons (06) 364 7197

Wednesday August 3: Community whitebait hui

With whitebait season about to begin on August 15th, a couple of keen whitebait enthusiasts from the community came up with an idea to gather some like-minded people together to talk about what can be done at a local level to help protect the whitebait fishery.

Stella McQueen, a student at Massey University studying for her Masters in freshwater ecology, will talk about the native fish species that make up the whitebait catch, and the things that are threatening them. Then, over supper, there will be a chance to chat about what can be done to help ensure there is whitebait around for future generations to enjoy.

· Where: Te Kawau Memorial Recreation Centre in Rongotea

· When:  from 6.30pm 

· A second community hui will be held at Foxton on August 31st (see below).  Enquiries to Margaret Metcalfe at DOC. 

· Ph: 06 350 9703. Email: mmetcalfe@doc.govt.nz
Thursday August 4: Fundraising Institute of New Zealand (FINZ) networking event 

Agenda includes:

What is FINZ and how can it support charities and community agencies in Palmerston North? 
An overview of the fundraising skills and experience able to be shared through a local FINZ branch
Format, timing and regularity preferences 
Questions and Answers and feedback on establishing a FINZ branch programme in PN

· When: 12noon – 1:30pm

· Where: Community House, 77-85 King Street, Palmerston North

· A complimentary light finger food lunch will follow

Friday August 5:  Innovative building technologies using wood - talk by architect Andrew Irving and evening meal

Wooden structures are recognised as being more earthquake tolerant and having a smaller carbon footprint than traditional steel, concrete and masonry, but new technologies have been needed to make wood competitive for multi-story, commercial buildings.   New wood based building systems, especially systems using pre-stressed, laminated veneer lumber and innovative wood panel structures have been developed in a number of research centres, including the School of Engineering at Canterbury University.  

Architect Andrew Irving will talk about the very innovative, three story, media studies building recently built in Nelson for the Nelson, Marlborough Institute of Technology.  

· Time: Bar opens 6.30 p.m., meal 7.30 p.m. talk 8.30 p.m. (approx.).

· Venue:  FeildingGolf Club, Waugh’s Road, (S.H. 54), Feilding

· Cost:  $35.00 To be paid on the night.

· Advance bookings essential:  Contact Denis Hocking 06 322 1254 or jdhocking@xtra.co.nz (please ensure that your booking is acknowledged)

Friday August 5: Public workshop with world leading Placemaker David Engwicht 

PNCC is taking part in an initiative designed to encourage our community to make better use of the city’s public spaces.  To this end PNCC is bringing David Engwicht to the city to help foster ideas.

· When: 6pm 

· Where:  Sound & Vision, Ground Floor, PN City Library, Palmerston North

· More info: see the July edition of the Square Circular

Saturday August 6: Forest & Bird Horowhenua trip to Bushy Park 

Leaving from Levin.  For details and to register your interest contact Joan Leckie 06 368-1277

Saturday August 6: Join David Engwicht to engage in some Placemaking action! 

Placemaking is about encouraging the whole community to get involved and do things differently to make the city a wonderful place to be.  David will lead some changes in PN City and you are invited to join in

· When: meet at 9am 

· Where: Library steps on George Street, PN City Library, Palmerston North

Tuesday August 9: The role of Fish & Game in relation to the protection of rivers & wetlands

The presentation, by Corina Jordan, Enviromental Officer with Fish & Game NZ, will place particular emphasis on the state of both the trout and the native fishes in the Manawatu river and Kahuterawa stream.  

Next up will be a showing of award-winning documentary film 'RIVER DOG' which tells of one man's struggle to save the Pahaoa River in the eastern Wairarapa. 

· Forest & Bird Manawatu public meeting 

· Starts 7.30pm 

· Te Manawa (above the Art Gallery), Palmerston North

· A gold coin donation appreciated.  All welcome!  

Wednesday August 10: Forest & Bird Rangitikei Public Meeting and talk on Stewart Island (in Marton)

· Speaker: ecologist Dr Gill Rapson

· When: 7.30 p.m. 

· Where: Milne Room, St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall, Broadway, Marton

· Visitors welcome: a gold coin donation at meetings is appreciated

· For more information contact Diana Stewart (06) 327-8064 or Dot Mattocks (06)327-8790

Friday August 12: Dr Trisia Farelly: ‘the Anthropology of Disaster

Social anthropologists recognise the urgency for greater attention to human-environment adaptive strategies including disaster preparation and response. Disasters are becoming more frequent and serious as communities become increasingly vulnerable. Vulnerability can result from population pressure, decreasing biological and cultural diversity, environmental degradation, and uneven distributions of power and resources. Disasters are interpreted differently cross-culturally and within social groups. They do not just happen out of the blue and they are neither social nor ecological in nature – they are processual social-ecological occurrences. Disasters are the ultimate test of our adaptation to changing human-environment relationships: the more resilient we are in the face of disasters, the more adaptive we have become to our environment.

· The sixth talk in the "Environmental Issues and Debates: Massey talks Sustainability" series

· Time: 12.30 to 1.30pm

· Venue: Sound and Vision Zone, Palmerston North City Library

· Light refreshments provided

Saturday August 13:  SuperGrans free organic vegetable gardening workshop

Bookings can be made by phoning 06 354 3804, emailing  services@sgmanawatu.org.nz  or at SuperGrans on Facebook

Saturday August 13: Potting Up and Pot Luck Lunch with Forest & Bird Rangitikei at Westoe (near Bulls)

Join the friendly team to help pot up some native seedlings - and share a pot luck lunch

The seedlings are being grown for planting out in Rangitikei reserves.

· Where: Westoe, Kakariki Road 

· When: 10.00 am start 

· Bring: useful tools if you have them and a BYO lunch for a picnic.  Toilets and shelter are available 

· Directions: If coming from Fielding via Halcombe, Halcombe Road becomes Kakariki Rd before reaching SHI (north of Bulls).   Westoe is on Kakariki Road at the bottom of a hill just about ½ km before the intersection with SH1.  

· For more detailed instructions or other information please contact Jim Howard on 327 6350 

Sunday August 14: A Rocha fortnightly meeting and working bee - plant care

A Rocha is an international interdenominational Christian nature conservation organization.  A Rocha Manawatu grows native plants for planting locally and meets fortnightly (1.30 - 3.30 p.m) usually at the Plant Propagation Unit at Longburn Adventist College.  This Sunday’s activities will focus on general plant care including potting on of young seedlings into larger growing bags.

You are welcome to join them.  To find out more about A Rocha, phone John Flenley (06) 357 6844 

Monday August 15: Forest & Bird public meeting - Aalbert Rebergen on Birdlife Pacific and Forest & Bird’s involvement

· When: 7.30pm

· Where: Red Cross Rooms 524 Queen Street, Levin

· Your gold coin donation is appreciated

· Contact Debbie Waldin (06) 368 3337 or  Belinda McLean (06) 364 5573 for more info

Wednesday August 17: Ashhurst book launch - Fleeing Vesuvius (NZ ed): Responding to the Effects of Economic and Environmental Collapse

Living Economies trustee Phil Stevens will host an open discussion on the NZ edition of Fleeing Vesuvius, a collection of 39 essays on responding to the effects of economic and environmental collapse, including essays from 12 NZ contributors.

For info on the NZ edition, see the Living Economies website http://www.le.org.nz/ 
Information on the international edition visit http://www.fleeingvesuvius.com/ 

The Ashhurst talk is part of RECAP's Te Manawa me Te Wairua series 

· Where: Ashhurst Library

· When: 7:30 pm 

· All welcome! RSVP’s would be appreciated.  To RSVP or for more info phone RECAP on 027 867 8957

Friday August 19: Invitation to the opening of ‘Words’ - an exhibition by artist Pauline Allomes 

Pauline is a Whanganui artist focused on environmental issues.  The work in this exhibition is completed using a method called mycrography, basically using words to form pictures.

· When: Opening night on Friday August 19th from 6.30pm.  Exhibition will close on Monday September 19th 

· Where: Quigley Studio and Gallery, 633 Church Street Terrace End, Palmerston North 

· To view an example of Pauline’s work visit www.quigley.co.nz
Friday August 19: Palmerston North book launch of Fleeing Vesuvius (NZ ed): Responding to the Effects of Economic and Environmental Collapse

Another opportunity to hear about this new book (see above for links)

Presenters: Phil Stevens and Laurence Boomert (Living Economies trustees

· Where: the Green Hub, 160 Rangitikei St, PNth

· When 5:30 pm 

· All welcome! Contact RECAP on 027 867 8957 for more information or to reserve seating.

Saturday August 20: Volunteer session with DOC - repotting Pingao

These pingao plants will eventually be planted at local beaches by school children as part of the Seeds for Schools initiative.  Volunteer helpers don't need any experience or tools - just wear your gardening clothes.

· Where:  DOC depot (721 Tremaine Avenue, Palmerston North) 

· When: 2pm - 4pm.  Afternoon tea provided!

· Further information: please either telephone Kelly Stratford on 350-9708 or e-mail kstratford@doc.govt.nz 

Saturday August 20 – Saturday August 27: Keep New Zealand Beautiful "Clean up week" 

· Choose clean up site

· Free gloves and bags

· For more info go on line to register: www.knzb.org.nz
· For more details contact Anne Heaphy, Urban Care, ph 357 9018

Weekend August 20-21:  Sixtus Lodge - Habitat Restoration working party 

The Sixtus Lodge Outdoor Education Centre is located at a lovely spot in the foot hills of the Ruahine Ranges near Apiti.  Sixtus Lodge Trust members and volunteers have been working for thirty five years to restore the area to native bush, planting and naming native trees and forming nature trails.  

· All helpers are welcome!

· car pooling can be arranged

· visit: www.sixtuslodge.co.nz for details of where it is, facilities and what it’s all about  

· Contact: Midge of Henk Janssen if you want to find out more about work parties on 357 4877.

Sunday August 21: Pit Park Working Party - Tree Planting 

Help develop the Featherston St Pit, now formally known as Edwards Pit Park, into a community park that Palmerston North will be proud of!  Working parties are held every third Sunday afternoon of the month - starting at 1.30pm and finishing around 3pm with a cup of tea.  All welcome!  

The Pit Park is at the Vogel Street end of Featherston Street, with entry just before Tweed Street.  For more information, contact Malcolm on 357 5570, or Marise on 354 0062, 

Sunday August 28: A Rocha fortnightly meeting and working bee - tree planting at the Longburn Adventist College

A Rocha is an international interdenominational Christian nature conservation organization.  A Rocha Manawatu grows native plants for planting locally and meets fortnightly (1.30 - 3.30 p.m) usually at the Plant Propagation Unit at Longburn Adventist College.  

This Sunday they will continue the planting in the Longburn College grounds. You are welcome to join them.  To find out more about A Rocha, phone John Flenley (06) 357 6844 

Wednesday August 31:  What's in a whitebait fritter?  Foxton community whitebait hui

A couple of keen whitebait enthusiasts from the community came up with an idea to gather some like-minded people together to talk about what can be done at a local level to help protect the whitebait fishery.

The first hui was held at Rongotea on August 3rd (see above).  From the turnout, the high level of interest shown in discussion and the number of people who added their names to the contact list, it is clear that this is an issue that lots of people care about and want to take some action on.  The Foxton hui is particularly an opportunity for people out on the Horowhenua coast (and anyone who missed the first hui) to join the conversation.

As in the first hui, Stella McQueen, a student at Massey University studying for her Masters in freshwater ecology, will talk about the native fish species that make up the whitebait catch, and the things that are threatening them. Then, over supper, there will be a chance to chat about what can be done to help ensure there is whitebait around for future generations to enjoy.

· Where: Foxton Memorial Hall (on Main Street), 

· When:  from 7pm

· Enquiries: to Margaret Metcalfe at DOC.  Ph: 06 350 9703. Email: mmetcalfe@doc.govt.nz
Wednesday August 31:  Sustainable Rangitikei monthly meeting - guest speaker Bee-keeper Anne Hulme 

· Starts at 7pm, 373 Wellington Road, Marton.

· All welcome!

· For more info contact Michelle Bissett michelle.bisset@xtra.co.nz
