December 2010
Sunday December 5: Avian aversion training for dogs 

Woodville-based man Willy Marsh is certified to carry out the training and will be holding local courses and dogs can be booked in for half hour trainings sessions.  Generally dogs must be at least 6 months old (note: pitbull dogs will not be taken through the course).  If you would like to book your dog(s) in for the first training course, or find out more, please call the DOC office on (06) 350 9700.
Monday December 13: Manawatu River - workshop and on-line forum

Want to know more about the Manawatu River Leaders' Accord and research efforts around cleaning up the river?  Would you like to share stories, knowledge, photos and thoughts about the Manawatu River with others?
The Integrated Freshwater Solutions (IFS) project is working with stakeholders (brought together primarily by the Manawatu River Leaders Accord) to "collaboratively define an Action Plan to improve the river's water quality."  
The project includes a series of full day stakeholder workshops.  All are open to the public.  Mediated Modelling Workshop 3 will be held December 13th at the Massey's Landcare Research building (cnr Riddett Road and University Drive), from 9am to 5pm.  
Find out more at the IFS webite www.ifs.org.nz.  You can also access the Manawatu River Leaders Accord there.  
PLUS you are encouraged to share stories, knowledge, photos and thoughts about the Manawatu River on the online IFS forum.  This online forum, accessible any time to you, is an opportunity to participate and make your views on the river known!
Tuesday December 14: Forest & Bird public meeting - Macquarie Island - Biological Wonderland or Ecological Cot Case?

Dr Murray Potter, Associate Professor of Zoology at Massey, will present an illustrated talk based on his experiences gained during 2 months of biodiversity research in 2009 on Macquarie Island (further south than any of the NZ sub-Antarctic Islands) 
The "Biological Wonderland" refers to the abundance of penguins - elephant & fur seals - albatrosses etc. 
The "Ecological Cot Case" refers to the abundance of rabbits, which were introduced for food by the whalers & sealers - and the rats.
Come along to the meeting and learn all about it!
· Te Manawa Art Gallery, Main St, PN
·  From 7.30 pm
·  Entry by gold coin donation.  All welcome!
Monday December 20: The Great Lantern Lottery 2010!  Last day to enter draw...

If your school, group or institution would like its name in the hat for a free workshop on lantern making, please email details to : rangienviroartscentre@gmail.com by December 20th 2010.
Workshops will take place in the months of Feb & March 2011 ready for the Community Lantern Procession on March 25th, 2011 in the Square, Palmerston North (part of the Festival of Cultures).  Lanterns are made with tissue paper and coppiced willow, a sustainable resource grown in Rangiwahia!
Workshops take a day (9am-3pm) and would be held at the Arts Recycling Centre in Square Edge or at your school.   
