
MANAWATU BRANCH NEWSLETTER 

Manawatu Forest and Bird: conservation action! 

Conservationist’s 
Calendar 

 

• 21-23 Jan:  Sixtus Lodge 

trip over the Wellington 

Anniversary weekend 

• 22 Jan:  Arts, Crafts, 

and Food Festival at 

Bushy Park 

• 28 Jan: Visit to Oxen-

ham’s Bush, Kahuterawa 

Valley, P North. 

• 13 Feb: Nocturnal Insect 

Walk, P North. 

• 14 Feb: Branch Night at 

Te Manawa 

• see events page 5 
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Forest and Bird 
Launches Summer 

Programme 
Once again, Branch committee 

members Viv McGlynn and Alan 
Hawkins have put together a 
cracker local programme for the 
Manawatu, taking us through to 
mid-year.  We’ve organized around 
the theme of ‘connecting people 
with nature’, which is really what 
Forest and Bird is about!  We hope 
you’ll take the opportunity to join in 
the fun of an excursion, the enter-
tainment and learning of a branch 
night at Te Manawa, or the sense of 
satisfaction from a work party. 

We are always on the lookout for 
good leads for branch night speak-
ers, and for excursions.  You’re in-
vited to ring Viv or Alan at any time 
with an idea for the rest of 2006. 

Once again, the Manawatu 
Branch programme is co-listed with 
the activities of the other Forest and 
Bird branches in our region ~ 
Horowhenua, Rangitikei, and Wan-
ganui.  This edition we’ve made it 
much easier to understand who’s 
doing what, with each branch’s ac-
tivities listed in a separate area.  

In addition to the printed orange 
edition of the programme, you’ll find 
it online at www.environmentnet 
work.org.nz (look under Manawatu 
Fores t  and Bi rd) ,  and at 
www.forestandbird.org.nz. 

And the Winner is... 
  Congratulations to Judy Yeates of 

Palmerston North, winner of the 

Wordsearch contest in the October 

newsletter.  For her effort & luck, 

Judy wins a 2006 Forest and Bird 

Calendar. 

  The new contest features the 

theme ‘Wetlands’.  Have a go ~ the 

winner this time takes home a High 

Country screenprint t-shirt featuring 

a Grahame Sydney painting! 

~~~ Happy New Year!! ~~~~~~ Happy New Year!! ~~~~~~ Happy New Year!! ~~~~~~ Happy New Year!! ~~~    
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Going, going & gone! 
  A big thanks to all of you who’ve 

given your support to Manawatu For-

est and Bird by purchasing the 2006 

conservation calendars or diaries.  As 

of right now, we’re 100% sold out, 

thanks to your good spirit.  For those 

of you still keen to get a calendar, 

you can try F&B Head Office on 

0800 200 064.   

  This annual sales effort is our pri-

mary fundraiser, the proceeds of 

which allow us to bring you a compre-

hensive programme of activities and 

branch nights, to advocate for the 

environment, and work to conserve 

natural areas in the Manawatu.  So a 

big ‘Thank You’ ~ we trust you’ll enjoy 

the calendars and diaries every day! 



Portrait of a NZ Natural Heritage Icon 
Cordyline australis 
The cabbage tree 

Ti Kauka 
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   “Cabbage trees?  Messy 
things – I wouldn’t have one on 
the place!” they say. In its natu-
ral state growing in swamps or 
groves on New Zealand plains 
you hardly give it a second 
glance but in many gardens 
around the world Cordyline 
australis is a valued ornamen-
tal tree. More New Zealand 
than New Zealand itself it has a 
special message for expatriate 
Kiwis. The sight of a line of 
cabbage trees 
along the water-
front at Plockton, 
in the Western 
Highlands of Scot-
land, was enough 
to make one long 
for the next plane 
home. 
   The Maori used 
Ti Kauka in many 
ways: the inner 
leaves and heart 
were cooked for 
food; a tea made 
by infusing the 
leaves was given 
for dysentery and 
diarrhoea; an oint-
ment from juice 
scraped from the 
leaves was used 
for healing cuts, 
sores and cracks 
in the skin. 
   Captain Cook 
wrote on 29 Octo-
ber 1769 that they 
cut down a cab-
bage tree at To-
laga Bay “for the 
sake of the ca-
bage” [sic]. One 

hundred years later William 
Colenso noted that the inner 
blanched leaves or heart of the 
cabbage tree were being eaten 
as a raw or cooked vegetable 
by settlers and bushmen. 
Cordyline syrup. 
   The roots of the cabbage tree 
are the source of a sweet syrup 
used by the Maori in pre-
European times. Traces of the 
very large ovens used to ex-
tract it have been found by an-

thropologist Barry Fankhauser 
during the course of PhD stud-
ies at Otago University about 
fifteen years ago.  
    His research inspired scien-
tists in the Biotechnology and 
Botany Divisions in the DSIR, 
Christchurch, to test it. Using 
the traditional method which 
involved prolonged steaming of 
roots or stems followed by a 
water treatment they extracted 
a dark sweet syrup with a bitter 

flavour. Further 
testing revealed 
that peeling the 
bark before cook-
ing eliminated 
some of the bitter-
ness. It was found 
that 100ml of cor-
dyline syrup 
should have the 
sweetening power 
equivalent to 100g 
cane sugar.  
*Young cabbage 
trees, a year or 
two old, are much 
easier to work with 
than the ancient 
giants! 
 

Story by  
Rae Nicholls 
& 
Illustration by  
Chris 
Thomasen 
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Manawatu Forest & Bird  

Contacts ‘05/’06 
                     Chairperson:  Donald Kerr      952 7001 ext. 70836 

     Secretary & News:  Brent Barrett           357 6962 

                   Treasurer:  Leonora Pearson    354 6103 

        Feilding Contact:  Alan Hawkins         323 0583 

        Feilding Contact:  Chris Thomasen     323 6876 

        Tararua Contact:  Val Cleghorn           376 5570 

   Kiwi Conservation Club:  Caroline Percy         021 264 2789 

         Branch Programme:   Viv McGlynn        353 2305   

        Tertiary Coordinator:  Emily Weeks        354 0922 

Environmental Advocacy:  Joanna McVeagh    356 6054 

All members and the public are invited to all 
branch activities and meetings.  Branch nights 
are the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 7:30 
p.m. at Te Manawa, Main Street West, Palm-
erston North~ everyone is welcome, and a gold 
coin donation is very much appreciated! 

You can always reach us with an email to 
forestbirdmanawatu@hotmail.com, or write to 
us at PO Box 961, Palmerston North. 

The national Forest and Bird website 
www.forestandbird.org.nz and the website 
www.environmentnetwork.org.nz are also 
good sources of information, as are the staff at 
head office on 04 385 7374. 

DoC Palmerston North has organized a programme 
of events running in January and February.  Desti-
nations include Kapiti Island, Matiu/Somes Island 
in Wellington Harbour, the Rimutaka Rail Trail, Te 
Apiti Windfarm on the Saddle Road above Ash-
hurst, and Karori Wildlife Sanctuary in Wellington.   

DoC Summer Programme Get Involved!Get Involved!Get Involved!Get Involved!    
Palmerston North City 
Environmental Trust 

You can make a difference in 2006!  The 
Palmerston North City Environmental Trust is 
seeking volunteers to fill Trustee vacancies.  
The Trust works as a team to enhance the 
natural and built environs of Palmerston 
North.  

We meet once per month to conduct our 
business, advocate for the quality of our local 
environment, and disperse funds to resource 
environmentally aware activities.   

All that is required of Trustees is a love of 
nature and a genuine desire to make a practi-
cal difference to improve the environs of 
Palmerston North.   

If being part of this team sounds like something 
you might be interested in, please ring Trust 
Chairman Terry Kelly on 359 2559. 

Bushy Park, complete with its new pest proof 
fence and an amazing complement of native 
Fauna and Flora, is throwing a party!  Come along 
on 22 January for a fun-filled weekend in one of 
our most beautiful nature reserves, owned by For-
est and Bird.  Ring 06 342 9879 for more details.  
Admission $5 per adult.  See you there! 

Art, Craft & Food Festival 
at Bushy Park, Wanganui  

Sunday 22 January 

Happy Holidays! 



Pictured at right:  Manawatu Forest and Bird 
Chair Donald Kerr, and Committee Member 
Chris Thomasen (second from left).  The duo 
are flanked by Palmerston North Mayor 
Heather Tanguay (left), and a Trustpower 
Community Awards representative (right).  
Snapped at the 2005 Trustpower Community 
Awards, where the Manawatu Branch achieved 
a runner-up award in the category ‘Heritage 
and Environment’.  Go Team!!!!!! 
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As a member of the NZ Conser-
vation Authority, I had the oppor-
tunity in October of visiting the 
West Coast and hearing from 
our conservation leaders, includ-
ing Hugh Logan, the Director-
General, and West Coast Con-
servator (Acting) Barry Hanson.  
They had a lot to say about cur-
rent conservation action from 
Fiordland to the Farewell Spit.  
Here are some highlights: 
Dawn Chorus 
The operational component of 
the stoat eradication on Secre-
tary Island (Fiordland) was com-
pleted in July and eradication on 
Resolution Island is being con-
sidered. 
Biosecurity 

Didymo and sea squirts ~ a lot of 
bad news in a very short time!  
BioSecurity NZ is the  complex 
and multi-agency organisation 
charged with responding.  The 
action-oriented part of Biosecu-
rity NZ is lead by MAF with pol-
icy being a separate unit. Other 
contributors are DoC, Ministry of 
Health and regional government. 
DoC has to manage biosecurity 
on public conservation lands and 
the Department responds where 
it has capability. It also provides 
advice on the environmental im-
pacts of invaders, both potential 
threats and those already in NZ. 

National Parks Management  

Two National Park plans are in 
progress ~ Abel Tasman and 
Fiordland.  Fiordland is in draft 
and about to go to its conserva-
tion board; it is getting lots of 
comment from tourism operators 
though the concerns of other 
parties have been resolved. Ba-
sic question is - what should be 
the nature and extent of num-
bers of tourists and impacts on 
other users?  

West Coast Issues  

Development pressure and min-
ing are the two big areas of dis-
cussion.  Here are some notes 
on the mining, as they are more 
specific to the West Coast. 

Snails or Coal? 

Solid Energy, owned by the New 
Zealand taxpayer, have an old 
mining permit that precedes con-
servation legislation and their 
proposal will destroy habitat for 
a species of indigenous snail 
(Powelliphanta augustus) which 
has not yet been fully described. 
DoC is working with them on a 
management and mitigation pro-
posal that will ensure survival of 
the snail by translocation.  
[editors note:  since this time the 
High Court has ruled that both 
Ministers of Energy and of Con-
servation must sign off on this 
invasive act ~ a win for F&B!] 

And more Mining! 
Mining in Paparoa Conservation 
Park is another hot topic. The 
area concerned is a former coal 
and gold mine that ceased func-
tioning in the early 1990s. The 
Crown Minerals Amendment Act 
some years ago introduced a 
new section relating to National 
Parks and nature reserves as at 
1 October 1991. Land that at-
tains this status after that date is 
not protected from mining, but 
the Minister still has to have re-
gard for the purposes of the 
land, i.e. mining may be permit-
ted but the Minister has to con-
sider the effects on conservation 
values and whether these can 
be avoided or mitigated. It is 
hoped that these considerations 
will give protection to the signifi-
cant natural values of this area. 
*** 
All in all this trip was a real in-
sight into the conservation action 
and issues on our West Coast ~ 
one of the most wild and won-
derful places in the world!  

~Barbara Arnold 
[Editors note:  Barbara Arnold, a 
member of Manawatu Branch of 
Forest and Bird, is also a mem-
ber of the New Zealand Conser-
vation Authority and has kindly 
provided this brief sketch of her 
visit to the West Coast.] 

Snapped! 

~ West Coast Conservation Scene ~ 



~ Summer Events Calendar ~ 
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Wellington Anniversary Weekend at 
Sixtus Lodge ~ 21—23 January 
 Trip Leader: Dave Hamilton 356 4122 
The lodge, nestled in the western foothills of the 
Ruahines is an ideal get-away for the holiday week-
end.  Dave has organized a number of activities 
suited for families and individuals, and to suit a 
range of skills and interests.  Get out on daywalks 
in the area, or simply relax around the lodge~ this 
trip has something for everyone.  Reservations are 
essential, so ring Dave soon to reserve your spot. 

 

Saturday 28 January ~ 9:00 a.m. 
 Excursion & Workparty 
 Oxenham’s Bush, Kahuterawa 
 Trip Leader: Caroline Percy 021 264 2789 
This bush is just at the end of the tarseal road in 
the Kahuterawa Valley behind Massey, and is a fan-
tastic chance to visit a close bit of quality bush, 
that doubles as an ambitious and exciting re-
vegetation project.  This area has recently been 
granted status as the QEII natural conservation 
trust, and is well worth a morning’s visit!  Bring 
sturdy shoes, a camera, morning tea, and gloves if 
you intend to join the workparty.  Ring Caroline 
today to find out the details for the day.  Carpool 
leaves PNCC carpark in Church Street at 9:00 a.m. 

 
~ February Preview ~  

  

Monday 13 February ~ evening 
 Nocturnal Insect Walk with the Experts! 
 Trip Leader: Viv McGlynn 353 2305 
Peter Maddison, expert on NZ insects and other 
creepy crawly bug-eyed creatures, has offered to 
lead us tracking down all sorts of interesting sorts.  
A great excursion for the kids and adults alike, and 
a rare chance to hear from an expert!  Ring Viv for 
details.   
 
Tuesday 14 February ~ 7:30 p.m. 
 Branch Night at Te Manawa 
 Peter Maddison, President, Forest & Bird 
 “From Insects to Dolphins, a view from  
   the Forest and Bird President’s Chair” 
Come along for a listen to our Society’s current 
President.  Peter has decades of experience in con-
servation, NZ natural history, and also biosecurity.  
Come along and here his perspective how New Zea-
land’s leading conservation society is making a dif-
ference today! 

Will Pearson and I attended the November Council 
Meeting in Rotorua.  It was our first council meet-
ing, and first time in Rotorua!  Some highlights ~ 
There was a lot of discussion on strengthening and 

promoting membership and branches, with 
some useful feedback including bringing local 
conservation projects back under F&B by offer-
ing associate memberships to other local action 
groups.  It was also suggested that branches 
“good work” should be made more public to at-
tract attention and interest, and that branches 
should make new membership their “core busi-
ness”. 

Kevin Hackwell, F&B Conservation Director, gave a 
very interesting presentation on the destruction 
of marine life and habitat by bottom trawling.  
Kevin also spoke about the launch of the new 
05/06 Best Fish Guide. 

A report on the comprehensive communications 
review of F&B was given, highlighting many ar-
eas for improvement.  Issues included defining 
F&B as an organisation and how they want to 
be perceived; identifying and understanding the 
attitudes and values of members and the gen-
eral public; having a 3-5 year vision and priori-
tising this. 

Chris Carter, Conservation Minister, struggling with 
a streaming cold, gave a very informative and 
interesting presentation on conservation issues.  
These included the government’s continued 
support for the High Parks project; conservation 
education at schools with future funding being 
considered by cabinet; marine protection and a 
ban on set nets. 

Many members also spoke of their fond memories 
of Kevin Smith who tragically died in August.  
What a huge loss to the society. 

This meeting gave us an opportunity to meet many 
of the diverse and interesting members of the soci-
ety, some with great ideas.  To Will’s delight the 
meeting was supplemented by copious quantities of 
good food which fuelled his enthusiasm for subse-
quent discussions!  A field trip taking most atten-
dees to Mokoia Island was organised for the Sun-
day.  After a hair-raising (& wetting!) jet boat cross-
ing, we received a Maori welcome and informative 
introduction to the work being undertaken on the 
island.  The highlight of the field trip has to be the 
overwhelming presence of calling and displaying 
Saddleback, which appeared to be purely for our 
benefit.  Staying on an extra day, we also had the 
opportunity to explore some of Rotorua, which left 
us keen to return for a longer visit another time. 

~by Leonora Pearson 

November Council Meeting 
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A Visit to OHINGAITI BOULDERS 
Going on the Ohingaiti Boul-

ders field trip in October let us 
look deep into a landscape that 
was under sea 5 million year ago 
– all on display as the fascinating 
boulders themselves in the lower 
centre region of the North Island!   

Ohingaiti, in the Mangaweka 
District has a geological heritage 
of mudstone, sandstone and lime-
stone.  During the years under-
sea, these perfectly rounded boul-
ders were probably slowly formed 
while been whisked around on the 
sea-floor with sea-shells, which 
dissolved and supplied minerals 

which hardened the surrounding 
material.   

It is thought that during this 
long period of time, the earth 
plates rubbed against each other, 
changing the pattern, and geology 
of the landscape e.g earthquakes, 
volcanoes, weather patterns.  The 
out come producing scenery like 
around the Mangaweka region of 
uplifted steep hills and cliffs with 
the Rangitikei River running 
through the middle.   

The number of people that 
came along on the day’s trip, 

added up to round about 40 – with 
many people carpooling from 
Palmerston North and meeting up 
with the Fielding group, and then 
the extra people who found their 
own way to the spot.  We drove 
from Feilding through Kimbolton’s 
windy, narrow and steep inland 
route to the end of Peka Road – 
just before crossing over the 
Rangitikei River onto SH1. 

Once at the carpark, we took a 
walk down a steep farm track, 
where we got a great view looking 
from the top of one of the cliff 
edges on the way down, with the 

Rangitikei River and sur-
rounding hills, bush, water 
falls and cliff formations in 
view.  We also saw an old 
steam train chuffing along 
its track on the opposite 
side of the river, beside 
SH1 – which had started 
off at Feilding that morning. 
We continued on down the 
track to the Rangitikei 
River and into a small area 
of bush which was fenced 
off.   
     Inside this piece of bush 
were the secret Ohingaiti 
Boulders!  When wander-
ing into the bush area you 
saw one boulder – what a 
sight…. then another and 
another!!  It was quite 
amazing how all of a sud-
den all these perfectly 

round shaped, and large boulders 
could appear in just one particular 
spot! 

The children that came on the 
trip imagined them as being dino-
saur eggs and giant’s marbles.  
Some of the boulders had split in 
half, and the interesting thing is 
that the split sliced pretty much 
straight though the middle of the 
boulder, like a knife cut. 

The spring weather on the day 
was good to us, and only let out 
one or two light spring showers - 
we could see the surrounding ho-

NZ (plant) IDOL 
  For the third year now, the NZ 

Plant Conservation Network has 

run a popularity contest among NZ 

native plants.  A big ‘thank you’ to 

everyone who visited www.nzpcn. 

org.nz and voted!  In 2005 the top 

ten vote getters were~ 

#1  Nau, Cooks scurvy grass 

#2  Kowhai, coastal kowhai 

#3  Poor Knights Lily, Raupo-

Taranga 

#4  Bartletts rata 

#5  Nikau palm 

#6  Cabbage tree, ti, ti Kouka, 

palm lily 

#7  Kakabeak, Kowhai Ngutu-kaka, 

kaka beak 

#8  Chatham Island forget-me-

not, kopakopa, kopukapuka 

#9  Williams Broom, Giant-

flowered broom 

#10  Parapara 

rizons getting more than their fair 
share of rain though.  We had a 
nice picnic lunch around the boul-
ders, after catching the amazing 
sights of the Ohingaiti boulders 
and taking in the character within 
the scenery. 

On the journey back up to the 
cars, after the picnic lunch, some 
of us stopped off by the river, and 
enjoyed the beautiful scenery and 
stone formations. 

To conclude ~ the trip’s high-
light would have to be where the 
Ohingaiti boulders are ~ just an 
arms length away but still a treas-
ure in the unbeknown.  

~Contributed by Caroline Percy 
Photo: environmentnetwork.org.nz 
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Breakfast with the Birds @ the Estuary 

On Sunday, 13 November, 
70 people went to welcome 
the birds which had flown in 
from Alaska over the last few 
weeks.  The Breakfast was 
put on by the good folks of the 
Manawatu Estuary Trust, 
who had extended an invita-
tion to Forest and Bird mem-
bers to join in!  With free food 
and expert ornithologists on 
hand, it was 
an opportunity 
that we found 
totally irre-
sistible! 

It was high 
tide at 8.30am 
and most folk 
rose early on 
the Sunday 
morning to be 
there when 
these birds 
were resting 
all together on 
a sandbank in 
the Manawatu 
Estuary.    

As for the birds, most were 
standing with their heads un-
der their wings fast asleep.     
However, several experts 
with telescopes were able to 
point out the differences 
among some of the birds, and 
it was interesting to find that 
in a flock of about 300 birds 
there were actually 12 differ-

ent species sitting (sleeping!) 
together. 

While it was a sunny morn-
ing, the wind was quite 
strong and the flock were 
sheltering on the leeward side 
of the sandbank.       

People had come from as far 
away as Paraparaumu, Mar-
ton and Dannevirke to take 

the opportunity of seeing the 
birds close up in the presence 
of an ornithologist who could 
explain about the different 
birds and where they are 
from. 

A cup of coffee and muffins 
finished off the bird-watchers 
morning, while the wading 

birds spread out with the out-
going tide to find a feed of 
worms and microscopic ani-
mals that live in the mud 
flats of the estuary.      

Over coffee it was men-
tioned that a small flock of 
godwits was present at both 
the Rangitikei and Ohau river 
mouths.  While there seems to 

be fewer birds 
at the Ma-
nawatu Estu-
ary this year, 
it is good to 
know that 
they are not 
too far away.   
   The Trust 
plans to do 
some moni-
toring to find 
out about the 
feed which is 
available in 
the mudflats. 
   With the 
newly ac-
quired Ram-

sar status as a wetland of in-
ternational significance, our 
local estuary is set to move 
from strength to strength! 

Photo Credits 
Centre:  Manawatu Estuary          

               Trust. 

Top:  Jason Elsworth 

www.jasonelsworth.co.nz 

Manawatu Estuary          
Breakfast with the Birds       

~ November 2005 ~ 
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Geckos Galore!! 

We were fortunate to have 
Michael Kean come along 
and share his knowledge and 
experience of New Zealand 
lizards at our October 
Branch Meeting. Michael has 
approximately 140 geckos 
and skinks in his care. 

There are 2 types of lizards 
in NZ- geckos and skinks. 
They belong to the class Rep-
tilia, the same class of ani-
mals as tuataras, snakes, tur-
tles and tortoises. 

NZ is the most southern 
country in the world where 
geckos are known to occur. 
Almost all species are en-
demic to NZ. This is believed 
to be due to the isolation of 
NZ from other continents for 
millions of years. . 

The difference between 
New Zealand geckos and 
skinks is that geckos are om-
nivorous, have rougher, 
loose-fitting skin, cannot-
blink, and have sticky fin-
gers, that can grip almost 
anything! Skinks prefer a 
carnivorous diet and move 
faster than geckos. 

There are at least 80 spe-
cies of lizards in New Zea-

land. Additional species have 
been classified through field 
discovery and genetic re-
search over recent times.  
Actual population sizes are 
not known, but numbers are 
expected to be in decline, 
due to habitat depletion and 
pests. 

In NZ all except one spe-
cies carries out birth of live, 
independent individuals (as 
opposed to hatching from 
eggs). The mother controls 
body temperature, and thus 
incubation is through heat 
from the sun.  This may be 
an adaptive response to sur-
vival through the glacial pe-
riod. Birth length is approxi-
mately one-third that of the 
mother.  

The food storage organ of 
lizards is the tail.  Most liz-
ards are able to drop off 
their tail if required. A 
thrashing tail will divert the 
predator, enabling the indi-
vidual to escape. The Green 
Gecko is less likely to loose 
its tail. It requires its tail to 
swing from tree to tree to 
catch insects! 

The grip of lizards is by 
prehensile toes, claws and 

adhesion. At the meeting, 
one of the geckos demon-
strated its amazing ability to 
climb the sides of its glass 
display cabinet with ease! 

The colour and patterns of 
lizards is extremely diverse, 
and provides wonderful cam-
ouflage. For instance the col-
ouring of Forest Gecko pro-
vides great camouflage 
against bark and branches, 
while the Wellington Green 
Gecko is bright green, and is 
almost unidentifiable when 

dwelling amongst leaves of a 
forest. Some species have 
white spots providing dis-
ruptive camouflage breaking 
up their body outline. 

Michael’s talk was ex-
tremely informative and 
highlighted the amazing di-
versity that exists within the 
lizard world. Many thanks to 
him for sharing his wealth of 
knowledge and enthusiasm 
for lizards.  The live displays 
were also of great interest to 
all who attended. 

~text by Kris Grabow 

~photos by Joanna Olczak 
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Conservation v Coal Decided in High Court!! 
You did it!  You, and every 

member of Forest and Bird, 
has supported the effort to 
preserve the unique kiwi and 
snail habitat at Mt. Augustus 
on the West Coast.  That bat-
tle, started with an attempt 
by Solid Energy to destroy Mt 
Augustus and the endangered 
kiwi and snail habitat there, 
has now gone all the way to 
the High Court.  Just before 
Christmas, the Court handed 
down their decision in the on-
going battle to protect this 
unique area.  Thanks to your 
ongoing support, the natural 
heritage of the area carried 
the day over the narrow inter-
ests of the corporates.   

Some of you will remember 
the presentation from Jase 
and Jo, members of the ‘Save 
Happy Valley’ crew at a 
Branch Night in 2004.  This is 
all part of the same network 
of effort to preserve this place 
from the destruction by min-
ing interests. 

The latest story follows: 

 

FOREST & BIRD        
Media Statement 

“High Court decision 
offers better future for 
endangered giant land 

snail” 
16 December 2005 

Wellington  
 

The High Court has today deter-
mined that the state coalminer, 

Solid Energy, must apply to both 

the Ministers of Conservation 
and Energy for permission to 

clear and mine the only remain-
ing habitat of the endangered 

giant land snail Powelliphanta 
‘Augustus’ on the Stockton Pla-

teau, north east of Westport. 

“This is an important decision 
that represents a reprieve for 
one of New Zealand’s most an-
cient native species”, said Forest 
and Bird Conservation Manager 
Kevin Hackwell. “Forest and 
Bird welcomes the court’s deci-
sion because it should also bene-

fit other threatened wildlife and 
habitats in future”. 

“Now it will be the Ministers, 
rather than the coalminer, that 
will decide the future of this en-
dangered snail,” he said. “The 
Ministers can decide not to sac-
rifice the giant land snails’ only 
remaining habitat for the sake of 
supplying coal to overseas steel 
manufacturers. Even if the Min-
isters agree to the mining, they 
will be able to impose strict con-
ditions which will ensure that P. 
‘Augustus’ will not face extinc-
tion.” 

Forest and Bird sought the 
High Court declaration after the 
Government and Solid Energy 
took the position that approval 

under the Wildlife Act is not re-
quired to move some giant land 
snails and their habitat by me-
chanical diggers, or to kill the 
absolutely protected snails by 
open caste mining their last re-
maining habitat. 

Both the Government and 
Solid Energy had agreed that 
approval is required to move 
some giant land snails by hand. 

“It seemed crazy that the Gov-
ernment and Solid Energy could 
interpret the law as requiring 
permission to move giant land 

snails by hand, but 
permission was 
not needed to 
move them by dig-
ger or to kill them 
by opencast min-
ing their only re-
maining habitat”, 
said Kevin Hack-
well. 

 
The High Court 
has found that the 
position taken by 
the Government 

and Solid Energy was incorrect. 
The court has declared that sec-
tion 71 of the Wildlife Act means 
that both the Ministers of Con-
servation and Energy must give 
consent - with whatever condi-
tions they consider necessary for 
the welfare of the giant land 
snails - before Solid Energy can 
modify or mine the snails’ habi-
tat. 

“This is a victory for conser-
vation”, Kevin Hackwell said. 
“Forest and Bird is pleased that 
the law has been clarified and is 
confident that the decision 
should lead to a more positive 
future for the continued survival 
of this unique New Zealand spe-
cies of giant land snail.”  
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The Wetlands WordSearch Contest 

•Theme:  Wetlands! 

•Goal:  Find all the words and enter the prizedraw! 

•Prize: Grahame Sydney screenprint t-shirt ‘High Country’  

And The Fine Print: 
Entry deadline Saturday 11 February 2006 

Correct entries will go into a prize draw for a High Country t-shirt (value $25). 

Winners name to be drawn at the February branch night, 14 February 7:30 at Te Manawa. 

Post entries to Manawatu Forest and Bird, Attn: Prize Draw, PO Box 961, Palmerston North 

Winner's name to be published in the April edition of the Twig and Tweet Gazette 

Your Name:_________________________________ 

Your Address:___________________________________________________________ 

Your Phone Number or eMail:____________________________________________ 

Word Bank 

x 

A S T I S O R G A T U C M S A  

H L P N Y Z S K U D D A A O T  

K S G K O M O K C N T S N L L  

J A I A A I U N A S A C U I E  

H E M K L W S L A N I A K G D  

N C M A C F T O A T A D A E H  

S F E N H A I E R L I E C N N  

X W R E E I R E N E E O N O K  

S E A P B O V B L O K S N U D  

F A Q L B R U S H D E N M S N  

C W R I P A R I A N K Y C O A  

R C C E N O T O C E A I Y J L  

W O L L I W R F Z C R E L H T  

 

AGROSITS 

ALGALFIELD 

ANAEROBIC 

BEECH 

BRACKISH 

CASCADE 

DELTA 

ECOTONE 

ELODEA 

EROSION 

FERN 

HARAKEKE 

KAMAHI 

MANUKA 

PEATLAND 

RIPARIAN 

RUSH 

SOLIGENOUS 


