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Conservationist’s 
Calendar 

 

• 14 Feb:  Branch Night at 
Te Manawa, 7:30 pm 

• 18 Feb: Excursion to 
Tunupo Track, Western 
Ruahines 

• 4/5 March: Work party 
adventure at Te One 
native bush project 

•  14 March: Branch night 
at Te Manawa, 7:30 pm 

• 5-11 March: SeaWeek 

• 17-19 March: Whio 
Weekender at Rataihi-
More events on pg 4&5! 

  Stories inside: 
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The summer calendar is particu-
larly packed this year, with the 
usual round of local work parties, 
some great excursions (fancy 
spotting blue duck fledglings in 
the wild?), two great branch 
nights, and a few special high-
lights not in the programme. 

First up, Forest and Bird has a 
generous invite from the local 
Kiwi Conservation Club organiz-
ers Caroline and Zaneta to join 
them on a leisurely float down the 
Rangitikei River, with a side trip to 
see the Ohingaiti Boulder field 
which we visited earlier this sea-
son.  This trip is running Saturday 
11 March. 

The next weekend, we have two 
fantastic trips, one to the rare and 
endanger whio (blue duck) in their 
native habitats in Raetihi, and the 
other to visit Kapiti Island as it 
marks twenty years possum free.  
The Kapiti trip will be a real treat, 
with great chances to see this 
year’s crop of fledglings during 
the settled autumn weather. 

Mix that with the chance to get 
into some hands-on conservation 
at work parties, and you’ve got a 
summer of fun! 

Fancy spare $$ 
to spend at   

Café Domain in 
Ashhurst Domain? 

 

then enter to win our 
word search competi-
tion.  See pages 9 and 

10 for information.  
Entries close        

Saturday 11 March. 
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Leckie Lands QSM 
Hats off and three cheers for 

Joan Leckie of Horowhenua 
Branch!!!  Joan is a longtime cham-
pion of conservation in NZ, with her 
latest effort being leadership of the 
drive that has recently culminated 
in the the declaration of the Ma-
nawatu Estuary as a Wetland of 
International Importance under the 
gold-standard Ramsar Treaty. 

Never one to toot her own horn, 
Joan has recently been awarded a 
well deserved honour, the Queen’s 
Service Medal for Community Ser-
vice.  So we thought we’d toot for 
her ~ nice job Joan! 



An invitation from Manawatu Kiwi Conservation Club to join their… 
 

Rangitikei River Rafting Trip 
– including a trip to see the Ohangaiti boulders!!!!! 

Saturday 11 March 
(for those of you who missed seeing these at the end of last year… or who want to see 

them the easy way!!). 

 

This is a not-to-be missed trip down the Rangitikei river.  We’ll leave Palmerston 

North at 9am and start rafting around 10am from just north of Ohingaiti. From 

here we’ll gently glide down the Rangitikei river for an hour or two before stop-

ping for lunch just nearby the Ohingaiti Boulders.  After eating, we’ll then be 

taken for a guided walk around these amazing boulders.  The trip will then con-

tinue down the river for another hour or two.  An easy day overall though there 

are a couple of wee rapids along the way!! 

 

Along the way, as well as the beauty of the surroundings, you will also see some 

amazing rock formations (including ‘turtle’ rock and stones with holes right 

through the middle!!); are likely to see lots of birds; and we will also hopefully stop 

to have a look at some Pukatea trees with their amazing buttresses. 

 

 The rafting is Grade 2 so suitable for adults and children over 5 year olds (1 adult to 2 children mini-

mum ratio).  Please note that although our guides are experienced rafters and every effort will be 

made to ensure the safety of everyone, as with all water sports there is an element of risk involved 

with this trip.  Thus all participants must sign an agreement indemnifying the guides at the start of 

the trip (this is standard practice). 

 

Details: 

Trip date: Saturday March 11 

Cost: $55 for adults; $30 for children (primary or secondary students). 

To book a place or for further information, please contact Zaneta Park: 359-3846. 

Payment is required by February 25 – please send cheques to 140 Russell St, Palmerston North. 
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Welcome! 
A warm welcome to the summer’s new Manawatu Forest and Bird 

members!  We look forward to your joining us as we continue cele-

brating and protecting New Zealand’s wildlife & wild places. 

Manwatu Branch New Members 
Summer 2006 

∞ Sue and Errol Bird 
∞ Kheng-Haut Lim & Family 
∞ Ruth Jenkin 
∞ Rocky Renquist  
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Manawatu Forest & Bird  

Contacts 2006 
                     Chairperson:  Donald Kerr      952 7001 ext. 70836 

     Secretary & News:  Brent Barrett           357 6962 

                   Treasurer:  Leonora Pearson    354 6103 

        Feilding Contact:  Alan Hawkins         323 0583 

        Feilding Contact:  Chris Thomasen     323 6876 

        Tararua Contact:  Val Cleghorn           376 5570 

   Kiwi Conservation Club:  Caroline Percy         021 264 2789 

         Branch Programme:   Viv McGlynn        353 2305   

        Tertiary Coordinator:  Emily Weeks        354 0922 

Environmental Advocacy:  Joanna McVeagh    356 6054 

All members and the public are invited to all 
branch activities and meetings.  Branch nights 
are the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 7:30 
p.m. at Te Manawa, Main Street West, Palm-
erston North~ everyone is welcome, and a gold 
coin donation is very much appreciated! 

You can always reach us with an email to 
forestbirdmanawatu@hotmail.com, or write to 
us at PO Box 961, Palmerston North. 

The national Forest and Bird website 
www.forestandbird.org.nz and the website 
www.environmentnetwork.org.nz are also 
good sources of information, as are the staff at 
head office on 04 385 7374. 

Wellington Anniversary at Sixtus Lodge. 

Jan ’06   

              ~Photoessay by  

                                Rae Nicholls 



~ The February Events Calendar ~ 
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Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled.  An un-
fortunate scheduling conflict has forced us to cancel 
this promising chance to muck about in the dark look-
ing for things that crawl and fly.  Keep your eyes open 
as we may be able to reschedule a visit from Peter 
later in the year. 

CANCELLED 
Monday 13 February 
 Nocturnal Insect Walk with Peter  
 Maddison 

The Tunupo 
track in the 
Western Ruahi-
nes is very 
pretty and 
probably my fa-
vourite local 
track.  It is ac-

cessed by a drive from Palmerston North to near 
Apiti.  This trip will be run with a long and a 
short trip option.   

The short trip option will take a relatively 
leisurely walk on this track, which is very enjoy-
able and a great way to get out and see some na-
tive bush.  Those planning on a shorter walk need 
to meet at 8:30 a.m. in Palmerston North at the 
PNCC carpark in Church Street, and join any 
Feilding people at the Feilding Railway Station 
car park in time to 
leave that Feilding 
at 9 a.m. Anyone 
wishing to go on the 
short option please 
contact Alan Haw-
kins on 323-0583; as 
he will be leading 
this group. 

The long trip option will go right to the sum-
mit, can take up to 8 hours return, and is very 
rewarding with the many changes of vegetation 
passed through on the way to the views.  Alpine 
flowers often found still in bloom on the tops this 
time of the year. The full trip is strenuous, and 
may not be suitable for some people.  Because of 
the time needed for the long option, people 
wishing to do this option will need to leave Palm-
erston North in time to meet at the Feilding Rail-
way Station carpark in time to leave Feilding no 
later than 7:30 a.m.  Anyone wishing to go on the 
long option will please contact Chris Thomasen 
on phone 323 6876 beforehand. 

Either option requires food, water, sun-
screen, sturdy footwear and appropriate clothes.  
Tunupo track is accessed from the former Heri-
tage Lodge carpark, in the western Ruahines east 
of Apiti. 

Saturday 18 February 
 Excursion: “Tunupo As Far As You Like” 
 Trip Leader:  Chris Thomasen 323 6876 

One of the best conservation advocates in all of 
NZ joins us for the 2006 season opener.  Kevin Hack-
well is our society’s passionate advocate voice and 
national Conservation Manager.  He will be speaking 
about the entire scope of conservation work under-
taken by the society.  Kevin gives a great talk, with 
excellent examples and pictures of how we as a con-
servation society are collectively making a difference 
in New Zealand.  A sure bet, not to be missed! 

Tuesday 14 February~ 7:30 p.m. 
 Branch Night at Te Manawa 
 ‘From the Cape to Bluff and beyond: a 
 spotlight on New Zealand Conservation’  
 Kevin Hackwell, Forest and Bird 

Come along an get into some hands-on conservation 
work at one of the only remaining coastal bush rem-
nants!  Round Bush is a medium-sized remnant just 
behind the dunes, between Himitangi and Foxton 
Beaches.  There are certainly some weeds to be dealt 
to on the day, and also plenty of great native bush to 
explore when you’re ready for a break.  Bring water, 
suitable clothing, and a bit of lunch to enjoy before 
the trip back to town (or to the beach!) in the early 
afternoon.  Carpool leaves PNCC carpark in Church St. 
at 9:00 a.m.  Ring Donald for details. 

Saturday 25 February~ 9:00 a.m. 
 Work Party at Round Bush, Foxton 
 Trip Leader:  Donald Kerr 952-7001 x70836 

 

 

 

 

5 to 11 March 
 

SeaWeek 2006 has a great website for 

learning about marine environments 

Follow the links at www.nzaee.org.nz 

Website of the NZ Assoc. for Environmental Education 



DoC Doc, who’s there?  Conservation!  Conservation 
who?  Or something like that....   

Come along for the March branch night meeting 
and get all the inside story on what is and isn’t being 
done to protect and enhance the conservation estate 
in the Ruahine Ranges.  If you would like to see more 
(or less?) DoC resources directed at the Ruahine 
Ranges, this might also be a good time to show up and 
share your opinion! 

~ The March Events Calendar ~ 
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17-19 March~ Whio Weekender 
 Weekend trip to see the whio (blue 
 duck) on the Manganui-a-te-Ao River, 
 Raetihi (near Ohakune) 
 Trip Leader: Viv McGlynn 353 2305 

Here’s your once in a blue moon chance to see a 
blue duck!  You certainly won’t be feeling blue when 
you have a chance to catch sight of these famous and 
endangered NZ torrent ducks in their native habitats.  
Thanks for recent focused conservation work by DoC, 
we have a real great chance to look these guys up at 
their home address, which isn’t all that far from 
yours!! 

Join us for a weekend trip to whio (blue duck) 
country – the Manganuiateao River, north of Raetihi. 
The population has a comprehensive predator control 
programme so there should be a few birds to see - the 
juveniles (so cute!!) should still be hanging around by 
March. We are very fortunate to have two of the De-
partment of Conservation staff with us on the week-
end and they’ll explain about the project.  

We will be staying near the river in bunk style 
accommodation. Costs are $30/person for the accom-
modation and we are limited to 24 so please phone to 
confirm. It takes 2.5 - 3 hours drive so we need to 
leave Friday night by 6pm at the latest. 

Phone Vivienne McGlynn 06 353 2305 to reserve 
your blue duck bonanza today. 

Sat/Sun 4-5 March 
 Work Party at Te One 
 Trip Leader: Sally Pearce 359 4326 

We are making great progress!!  Te One now has a 
QEII Covenant in place and it is heartening to see the 
regeneration coming through in the area where the 
sheep have recently been excluded, thanks to a large 
extent to Forest and Bird efforts to get the fencing in 
place.   

This trip planned for the first weekend in March is 
your chance to come along and join 'Team Te One' to 
see what is happening, meet some new friends, and 
give us a hand.  Basically we supply the gear and 
weeds, you supply the energy! 

We will be weeding invasive sycamore seedlings: 
you can pull out smaller saplings or lop and poison the 
larger ones (using glyphosate a.k.a. RoundUp).  As 
time and people-power allows, we may also be cutting 
down some larger trees and dealing to cotoneaster 
and holly seedlings.  Something to suit everyone!  
Come for the weekend or just for a day. 

Te One is one of the real gems of the local conser-
vation efforts.  Located about one hours drive North of 
Feilding, Te One is set in the lovely Kawhatau Valley 
near the foot of the Ruahine Ranges.  The bush patch 
itself is in a lovely river terrace setting, and contains 
some of the finest examples of lowland bush in the 
entire region. 

Call Sally today on 359 4326 for more details and to 
organise transport, tools, etc. 

Saturday 25 March~ 9:00 a.m. 
 Work Party at Keebles Bush, P North 
 Trip Leader: Peter van Essen 350 9706 

Keebles Bush, located between Massey and Lin-
ton, is a prime local example of native bush, which 
parts of it in extremely good condition.  And parts of 
it needing a helping hand.  Like other work parties, 
we supply the Weeds, you supply the Energy!  So give 
Peter a ring today if you’re keen to join us for two 
hours work looking after a local reserve.  Carpool 
leaves PNCC carpark in Church Street at 9:00 a.m. 

Tuesday 14 March~ 7:30 p.m. 
 Branch Night at Te Manawa 
 ‘Ruahine Conservation Update’ 
 Dept of Conservation, Palmerston North 

Saturday 18 March~ Kapiti Island Daytrip 
 BOOK NOW ~ limited seats! 
 Trip Leader Dave Hamilton 356-4122 
 

You know the story: birdlife bonanza, no pests, no 
predators, magic bushwalks, yadda yadda ya.  March is 
prime time on Kapiti, with the new season’s fledglings 
careening about while learning to flutter.  Give Dave a call 
today and book your spot ~ limited seats so do what I did ~ 
book early!  Adults $50, kids $30 ~ covers boat and permit. 



January’s Trip to Oxenham’s Bush 
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On a sunny Saturday, Manawatu 

Forest and Bird joined with the 

Manawatu Kiwi Conservation 

Club for a fun visit to Hugh Oxen-

ham’s bush remnant and revegeta-

tion project, in the hills near 

Palmerston North. 
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A big “Hello” from generation next 
Hi!  My name is Renee Grenville, I am 14 years 

old, and I would like to become a Wildlife Ecolo-
gist.   

I recently spent five days on a private offshore 
island in the Hauraki Gulf with professional Ecolo-
gists and University students doing their Masters 
studies. They were researching the Kiwis’ bread-
ing cycles, their call, changing their transmitters 
and weighing and measuring each Kiwi.  This re-
search is done every six months. 

During my time on the island, I got to handle 
the oldest and the youngest Kiwi there, and I was 
also helping to change the transmitters to their 
other leg.  Then we weighed them, measured their 
beaks, and removed a few ticks. Believe it or not, 
the birds remained calm during this process. 

In order for us to locate the birds, the Kiwis are 
tracked down in the daytime by a trained Kiwi 
tracker dog and also with transmitters and receiv-
ers. 

A female Kiwi lays two eggs in a clutch.  When 
the female Kiwi lays her first egg she loses half 
her body weight as the egg is so large. After the 
egg has been laid the male Kiwi incubates the egg 
for 80 days while the female Kiwi goes off to re-
gain her body weight and lay a second egg.  

A group of people went out at night to observe 
the egg while the male Kiwi is hunting for food.  I 
learned that when the Kiwi chick hatches from its 
egg, it is fully feathered and only stays with its fa-
ther for a week and then becomes independent. 

This experience was heaps of fun adventure, 
and has made me more determined to become a 
wildlife ecologist.  ~ Renee 

Renee assists with Kiwi conservation work in the Hauraki 
Gulf, getting an early and rare experience at hands on con-
servation work with one of the planets most unique birds. 

April Open Day & BBQ at      
Kitchener Park, Feilding 

One of the most treasured natural areas on the Ma-

nawatu plains, Kitchener park near Feilding is still 

recovering from the massive flooding in February 

2004.  This year we at Manawatu Forest and Bird 

have a full day programme for Saturday 8 April . 
Families and friends are especially invited as there 

will be a lunchtime sausage sizzle to fill us up, after 

a good mornings fun and work in the bush.  The af-

ternoon will be loaded with fun for the young and 

young at heart, with games and activities that will 

help youngsters become familiar with their local for-

est and the plants, birds and bugs that call it home. 

The invitation for this fun day is open to everyone in 

the Manawatu, but we are hoping that especially 

those in Friendly Feilding will take the chance to 

visit and lend a hand to their local Forest. 

Kitchener Park near Fielding is one of our local con-
servation highlights.  In April and May of this year, 
Manawatu Branch of Forest and Bird is inviting you 
to enjoy exploring this park with us, and to lend a 
hand in fixing it up.  You supply the Energy, we sup-
ply the Weeds and the FREE BBQ!   



Volvo Races to Save the Albatross 
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Summer….  
Long days, lazy holidays, barbies, and ocean rac-
ing yachts on our doorstep.  The Volvo Ocean 
Race, one of the greatest yachting challenges to 
circumnavigate the earth’s Southern Oceans, has 
linked to NZ Forest and Bird, via Birdlife Interna-
tional, in a race to save the albatross. 
The seven yachts in the round-the-world Volvo 
Ocean Race are 
currently heading 
for Australia and 
New Zealand, on a 
journey that is tak-
ing them through 
some of the world’s 
greatest albatross 
hotspots. The race 
has adopted the 
international Save 
the Albatross cam-
paign and is helping 
to publicize the 
plight of these mag-
nificent seabirds as 
it makes its way 
around the globe. 
Manawatu Branch 
of Forest and Bird has a link to the albatross cam-
paign, recently raising funds to support NZ seabird 
photography expert Brent Stephenson on a voy-
age from Wellington 
to the Falkland Is-
lands on a conser-
vation vessel docu-
menting seabird mi-
gratory patterns and 
raising awareness 
of the devastating 
impact of shoddy 
industrial fishing 
practices on sea-
birds.  That fund-
raising campaign 
was spearheaded 
by local Forest and 
Bird member Rae 
Nicholls, and the 
Branch has since been rewarded with one of Mr. 
Stephenson’s great slide show from that awesome 
journey. 
The race follows the traditional route of the old 
clipper ships - crossing oceans that have been 
home to albatrosses for millions of years.  The 

Volvo Ocean Race has adopted the Save the Al-
batross campaign in recognition of albatrosses' 
and crews' shared experience of life at the ex-
treme and their desire to save these magnificent 
creatures. 
With a mid-November start in Vigo, Spain, the 
Volvo Ocean Race super-yachties have already 
passed the Prince Edward Islands which are home 

to the first major alba-
tross colonies that the 
race came close to 
after leaving Cape 
Town. These islands, 
which belong to South 
Africa, are uninhab-
ited, apart from scien-
tific researchers. 
Marion Island, the lar-
ger, and Prince Ed-
ward Island are about 
1,200 miles south-east 
of Cape Town. These 
islands are home to 
thousands of pairs of 
breeding albatrosses.  
Most of them will have 
had young on the nest 

and will be actively scouring the ocean for food, 
some traveling thousands of miles from their nests 
in a single journey. 
The yachts were in Melbourne around January 

20th and took a break 
there having just 
crossed the Indian 
Ocean from South Af-
rica. They are then due 
to arrive in Wellington 
during the week of 
February 15th - 19th; 
before heading on to 
the race finish in Swe-
den.  Forest & Bird 
will be organizing a 
stall on Queen’s 
wharf near Shed 6 on 
the 15th – 19th, we 
hope you have the 
chance to visit both 

yachts and F&B!  For more racing and conserva-
tion information, see websites:   
www.volvooceanrace.org 
www.savethealbatross.net  
www.forestandbird.org.nz 
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WordSearch Leaf Shapes &  Sizes Key 

All images copywrited and used by permission.  Reference:  Trees and Shrubs of New Zealand,  A. L. Pool and 

Nancy Adams.  Published by Manaaki Whenua Press, Landcare Research, PO Box 40, Lincoln 8152, NZ 
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Win a Voucher for Café Domain in Ashhurst! 

•Theme:  Leaf Shapes and Types (see previous page for pictures matching these!). 

•Goal:  Find all the words and enter to win! 

•Hint: Search words are hidden in all directions! 

•Prize: $25 voucher for Café Domain, overlooking Ashhurst 

wetlands, windfarms, and the Western Ruahines. 

Leaf List: 

___ACICULAR

___DELTOID

___DENTATE

___DENTICULATE

___ELLIPTIC

___LANCEOLATE

___LINEAR

___OBOVATE

___ORBICULAR

___OVAL

___OVATE

___PALMATIFID

___PANDURATE

___PINNATIFID

___PINNATISECT

___RENIFORM

___RHOMBOID

___SERRATE

___SERRULATE

___SINUATE

___SPATULATE

___UNDULATE

 

 

 

 

And The Fine Print: 
Entry deadline 11 March 2006 

Correct entries will go into a prize draw for a Café Domain voucher (value $25). 

Winners name to be drawn at the March branch night at Te Manawa. 

Post entries to Manawatu Forest and Bird, Attn: Prize Draw, PO Box 961, Palmerston North 

Winner's name to be published in the April edition of the Twig and Tweet Gazette 

Your Name:_________________________________ 

Your Address:___________________________________________________________ 

Your Phone Number or eMail:____________________________________________ 


