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Upcoming Local Events
Kopane Bush WorkParty .Januarx

x 14 December plan now to join!

You can help restore a unique piece of native
bush! Located near Oroua, Kopane is home to a
lagoon and notable plants including an original
stand of cordylines (cabbage trees), several
orchids, one extremely rare epiphytic
pittosporum, and Kahikatea. Onsite tours
will be available to those interested. We
carpool from the PNCC carpark at 9 a.m. on 14
December. Ring Jane @b5-8212for details.
Just can’t make it this time? Another party is
planned for 21 Feb., details next newsletter ....

December

o

9~ 7:45 pm Esplanade Evenin%\

Our final branch meeting of 2003 is to be held
at the Victoria Esplanade along the banks of the
Manawatu River in Palmerston North. We are
meeting at the Esplanade Education Centre,
please join us and bring along a small plate to
share for the Christmas supper. An evening of
nature enjoyment, it's sure to be a fantastic last
meeting of the year as we stroll with expert
guides among local specimen plantings of New
Zealand’s natural heritage.

13~Bushy Park, Kai Iwi, & Bason Res.ﬁ

A trip filled with variety and fun- this is your
chance to see some of the best native bush in
the lower North Island! Near Wanganui, Bushy
Park has recently been improved with increased
pest control, many native plantings, and plans
for predator-proof fencing. On the way home
we will enjoy a seaside stroll along Kai Iwi
beach and also make a stop to visit the beautiful
gardens at the Bason Reserve. Manawatu
Forest and Bird member Alan Hawkins has
organised this day-trip, ring him on 323-0583
to let him know you are planning to join the
adventure! A carpool will be organised from
the PNCC carpark at 8:30 a.m. on the day.

10~ Trip to see the Rata at Mikimik

Your best chance to see the Rata’s scarlet
beauty this summer! Nestled in the lee of
the eastern Tararua Ranges, Mikimiki is a
real treat at any time of year~ but especially
in summer when the Rata are in bloom!
Join us for a leisurely stroll through this
magnificent piece of bush located just south
of Mt. Bruce in the Wairarapa. Alan
Hawkins is organising this day-trip, ring
him on 323-0583 to let him know you are
planning to enjoy the day with us! A
carpool will be organised from the PNCC
carpark at 8:30 a.m. on the day.

17-20~ Mokoia Island at Rotorua

Celebrate the Wellington Anniversary with
a weekend away to see the saddlebacks and
North Island Robin on what really is a
mainlandisland reserve!! A guided tour of
the Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust also is
arranged. Wingspan is based in Paradise
Valley near Ngongotaha and is engaged in
research, captive management, rehabilita-
tion, and public awareness of New Zealand
birds of prey (for even more info visit
www.wingspan.co.nz Other activites may
include a visit to see kokako in the 300
hectare Kaharoa Forest mainland island, and
a walk around the pristine shores of Lake
Okataina. ~ Manawatu Forest and Bird
member Rae Nicholls is organising this trip,
ring her on 355-1120 if you are interested in
joining us for this weekend away.

L ook inside for

U Albatross campaign local update!
U Local Trip Reports and News
U Spotlight Feature:

F&B National Council Mtg report
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Manawatu Branch Trip Reporter

Mt. Bruce~ 18 October

A fine day saw 21 happy nature lovers on their
way into the Wairarapa. Our first stop was the
Kiriwhakapapa Reserve for a lovely circuit
walk in the bush and pleasant rest around the
picnic tables. Locked toilets did however leave
a few souls in a less than comfortable
circumstance! On to Mt. Bruce, we enjoyed a
fantastic tour seeing eel and kaka feedings,
some excellent talks with the staff, and a
fascinating video of New Zealand wildlife.
Seven energetic trip members joined together
for a 90 minute loop walk to the lookout for a
fantastic view of the area. The good news is
that there are plans to open more walking tracks
in the area as predator control and bird
introduction continues apace. The café and
fantastic array of birdlife are excellent reasons
to make Mt. Bruce a part of any future trips to
the Wairarapa. Report by Midge Janssen.

Te One~ 24-28 October

The Labour Weekend filled with work and fun

for the 18 members who joined together on this
lovely homestead property to assist the efforts
for restoration into native bush. Happily, much

progress in sycamore eradication was noted by
those who had been along on adventures to Te

One earlier this year. The days work proceeded
apace with workers pulling, lopping, sawing,
and poisoning sycamore saplings of every

Regenerating bush at Te One~ a reason for smile

ManawatuForest and Bin—thechoice¢ forlocal

Invite a friend to join today!
Phone Brent on 3-1199 for detai

conservation action and national representatiaon

shape and size. By Saturday evening a real
appetite had been worked up by the efforts
of the day, the massive BBQ roast featured
every sort of roast vege from underground
and a delightful fruit salad to fill those
weary bodies for another days work on the
Sunday! Of course there were many lighter
moments, and despite all the work there
were also positive comments and some
people even wishing they could “do this
more often”! Real progress is certainly
being made at Te One, with a very effective
eradication rate from previous efforts
ensuring continued success in preparing this
land for covenanting and finally inclusion in
the parts of New Zealand with that original
clean and green feel. Well done team!! As
reported by trip leadelune Sowerby

The Kawhatau Valley, downstream from Te One.

l thank you

to our friends aEnvironment Network
Manawatu for hosting our newslett:
and annual programme onlirgt their
website~
http://www.environmentnetwork.org.nz/
Environment Network Manawatu |
(ENM) is an umbrella agency for loc
environmental groups whose role is
encourage and support environme
initiatives n the Manawatu area tr
have benefits fothe wider community
Interested??? Contaédie Lang on
(06) 3568199 ext 7780 or send her
email today ateconet@pncc.govt.nz
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and Bird logo Produced

Christmas Solution! The perfectftgchoice for your consery
minded and environmentally progressive ®@ienslale ngwthe eco-
friendly, all cotton, 100% re-usable shoppihg theagalvForest

donation of your choice!
Sally on 359-4326, or via @restbatdmanawatu@hotmail.com

locasy,are selling them for cost ($
Make your ordey dodamgyirringin

A Recent Visit to Paengaroa Reserve~ 15 November

This Scenic Reserve nestles in the Hautapu
Valley at Mataroa, 8km NW of Taihape. Itis
one of DOC'’s six Mainland Islands, focused
areas which are intensively managed for
specific reasons — eg kiwi, kokako, mohua.
Paengaroa is managed for itare plant
associations. Some species there are in fact
nationally endangered — &glearia gardneri
(daisy bush) is NZ's '3 rarest tree, and the
Taihape area is its home. There also are many
small leaved shrubs here, including some with
no leaves at all — a nude mahoMe{icytus
flexuosus Did you know there are four
different mahoe? M. ramiflorus M.
micranthus(the small leaved mahoe), plivs
lanceolatus (mahoe wao), and the nude
mahoe. Paengaroa has all four plus a fifth~ a
hybrid specimen betwedvi. flexuosuandM.
lanceolatushas been found there!

On Saturday 18 ten of us joined for the day
trip to the reserve. One highlight of the trip
was the spotting of pair of robins. If you
scrape away the leaf litter they hop around at
your feet picking out the many worms. These
robins were introduced to the reserve 4 years
ago. Rats are devastating at breeding time
and DOC is currently gathering information
(eg seed fall and invertebrate data) in the hope
of implementing rat control in the near future
to benefit the birds, the bugs and the berries.

The curious, ever-friendly, and bejewelled robin!

The Taihape area of course is well known for
its kowhai and a drive around about now will
see the hills covered in Taihape Gold. We
then finished the day with a gumboot toss.
Paengaroa Reserve is a treasure, off the
beaten highway, and a botanical delight.
Maybe we’ll have another trip in the near
future....

Trip report by Viv Nicholls.
Photos by Rae Nicholls.

Vic and others getting up close and personal with
the nude mahed/. flexuosyphoto at left).
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~Thank You To 50 Local Forest & Bird Memberst!

Fifty ( 50!) of you have generously volunteered to receive Newsletters via em ail, conserving both
your local committee’s funds & your planet’s natural resou  rces. Thank you all!

If in the future you would like to join these fifty brave souls and receive th e full COLOUR ,
electronic edition of this newsletter by email rather than black and whit e paper copy, send a
request to the editor at forestbirdmanawatu@hotmail.com _or phone Brent 353-1199. Remember
you can get a free copy of the latest newsletter from Environm  ent Network Manawatu website

by following Forest & Bird links at  http://www.environmentnetwork.org.nz/

Frodotéhe Chair

—-— ‘ —1 Our Christmas meetingfocuses on an !We ICO m e ! ! !

evening stroll around the nature trail in the

Esplanade, and an invited presentation by the A wam welcome to our 3 new Manawatu
Pit Park enthusiasts to highlight their latest Forest and Bird subscribers this spring~
plans to restore one corner of Palmerston @ Jill Baldwin

North. Our hardworking Manawatu branch

committee is increasingly active in restoration ® Rachel Keedwell
projects throughout the region. If you'd like
to help at the neXtopane Bush work party & Jay McCartney

on 14 Dec. contact Jane Carver on 355 8212. ., icceeeccccccccccsssssssssssssssssssse

Internationally , the USA is threaten-
ing to withdraw from the Montreal Protocol,
the highly successful treaty on ozone
destroying chemicals — because farmers in the
critical presidential electorate of Florida
would like to increase methyl bromide use on
strawberry and tomato market gardens. Whilst
there is little we can do to influence this, it is
possible to “Think globally and act locally”.

Nationally, the changes to the
Resource Management Act have made it
harder for environmentalists to comment on
resource consents. We receive a weekly list of
notified consents that allow us to monitor
those resource consents that are still notified.

Locally, plans have been developed to
four-lane Ferguson Street from Oxford to
Princess St. Despite the PNCC Chief
Executive promising cycle lanes on this inner
ring road during the City Heart information
meetings, the plans have no room for cycle
lanes. However, there is room for carparking.
If you're in Palmerston North City, you might
like to contact your local councilor. For any
Forest & Bird queries or other information,
contact me at 952-7001 ext.7836 (from 8 Dec.
use ext.70836)-Donald Kerr

Image from the BNational Council Meeting~
The 80Birthday Quilting, presented to the Royal
NZ Forest & Bird Protection Soc. (story pgs. 5 & 6).

~hoto by Jonathan Boyes
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N.Z. FOREST AND BIRD 80 YEAR COUNCIL MEETING
14-16 Nov. 2003, Lake Karapiro,Waikato

>>>A complete report bylonathan Boyes our local delegate to your annual council meeting<<<

Introduction~ Setting and People.

Getting dozens of people to outback
Waikato was a feat!! Our hired vans saw a
diverse group of 16 'birders' migrate from
'nesting-sites' scattered between Northland
and Southland, converging via Air New
Zealand at Auckland. On the Motorway and
then the lush green of the Waikato backroads,
we finally crossed the dam to our venue of
Lake Karapiro Camping & Pursuits Centre.
Here eight F&B Staff and eight Executive
members were already present with support
people from nearby branches and guests.

For this extravert it was a delight to
meet some "old" faces, and many more new
ones, aboutlO0 in all over the weekend.
Each delegate with their own story. And the
animated chatter barely stopped (though
watching the AB's defeat at the hand of
Aussies on Sat. night did that).

Spoken Programme~ The People,
Politics and Passions of F&B.

Welcomes from Waikato Executive
Member Philip Hart and President Gerry
McSweeney led to two introductions of major
importance.

Nikki Francis of Wellington, with
impressive Conservation background, is our
new General Manager. (following the hard-
working inaugural GM., Lyn Bates, who was
formally thanked and awarded the prestigious
"Old Blue" award later).

Kevin Hackwell, with an equally
impressive environmental and social justice
record, is our new Conservation Manager
(replacing Eric Pyle). These two both spoke
fully, with clarity and passion about what
drives and inspires them in coming to their
roles. Kevin's message was of encouragement
and challenge from 30 yrs involvement with
conservation issues.

The rest of the evening consisted of
four speakers with exciting conservation
news. First uplLaurence Gordon spoke of
the successful use of rat poisons in Russell
Peninsula, Bay of Islands, where they have
seen Kiwi numbers treble in only 3 years, and
similar success against feral cats and possums
in Purerua Peninsula. Each sight now has at
least 600 kiwi. Second,John Stanilands
talked of his"Ark in the Park" protection
programme in the Waitakeres; and third
Barry Wards, of Upper Hutt, spoke of
fighting back possums at Maidstone Park.
Finally Gordon Stevensonspoke of farmers
in his Waikato valley combining to control
pests; with robins more evident akdkako
being introduced from Pureora.

All this is very good news following
chilling recent reports of the virtual
collapse to extinction of the KIWI, WHIO,
ROCK WREN , KAKA, and ORANGE-
FRONTED PARAKEET.

Saturday's Council Business Session.

President McSweeney outlined
legislative changes of importance, National
Parks Act, Foreshore and Seabed legislation,
and High Country Tenure Review all
requiring our response.

Professor Alan Mark spoke of his
work on the NZ Conservation Authoritgann
Graeme spoke ofKiwi Conservation Club,
for young conservationists (now with a record
17,200 membersand their own website).

Other motions: one urging rapid
purchase of Kaikoura Island (Hauraki Gulf)
to protect conservation interests against
Overseas Investment, was passed. A paper
entitted "12 Reasons why Molesworth
Should Become Conservation Land"was
presented with a motion passed, and the
encouragement for members MPs about it.

(this report continues on page 6)
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Debates, Campaigns and Workshops.

A gentle debate aboutFenced or
Unfenced Sanctuaries" between Tim Day,
working for a fencing company and Alan
Saunders of DoC, produced a consensus:
predator fences are useful, given rapid
advances in technology; provided there is a
careful consideration of the "pro's and con's"
in each proposed site.

Land issues and Campaign Updates
were given by Geoff Keey with
encouragement for individual and branch
responses. LikewiseBarry Weber gave a
series of updates for tmearine environment
and oceans policy A scientific lecture on the
"Impacts of Fishing" was given by NIWA
marine biologist Simon Thrush. Using a
model and other data he indicated that we are
“running out of fish". From 1990's and
beginning with larger species, over-fishing
world-wide is destroying marine diversity and
values we are only now learning to map and
understand.

Four Workshops were held to inform
and firm up our views and actions on the
varied campaigns. | attended one with
Eugenie Sage on Marine Farming
encouraging an informed collective response.
Finally we considered Draft General Policies
on National Parks and Conservation Acts,
with Tony Lockwood (a demanding activity
to appreciate legal niceties en masse!).

Our after-dinner speakelan Flux, a
DoC field worker addressed the exciting topic
of Kokako recovery successesFollowing
the 1980's crisis, he was involved in a 10 yr.
management process to lift bird numbers in
the Mapara Forest where there were only 14
pairs of Kokako, and possibly only 4 females
among these. This has been lifted to around
50 pairs today. Much has been learnt and
achieved. Next will be a re-introduction to 23
proposed or present sites.

Why notpass me om a friend
and lethemrecycle nf#

Sunday Fieldtrips: A "HighPoint" and a
"LowPoint".

First, we made a group trip to Bill
Garland's farm and the first part of the
predator-proof fence at Maungatautari. This
IS a site where stocked farms meet a
regenerating podocarp forest. Despite
predation, modification and milling, local
farmers and iwi are combining to construct
predator fences, firstly at two smaller
experimental sites, later around the 47 km.
perimeter of Mt. Maungatautari. Already
the excitement is evident. We were able to
have the delight of seeinglkaka come and
investigate us from the treetops!

Later our weekend group divided on
separate fieldtrip journeys. My trip went
north via SH1 to a historic Landwars site at
Rangiriri. Here after picnic lunch, our party
met DoC Field Officer Tony Roxborough. He
explained hopes for forming dational
Wetlands Centre here beside the Waikato
River, adjacent to significant protected
wetlands. To these we now visited: A dam
draining Lake Waikare: a large body of water
(the 4" largest in the North Island), but very
shallow and muddy; and degraded and
without aquatic vegetation. Restoration hopes
include recently-opened fish&eel weir, and
water sediment reduction for water outlet in
the Whangamarino Wetland Management
Reserve.This we travelled via Te Kauwhata
to view.

The Bird Viewing Site was a great
learning placebitterns, pied stilts, herons
and harrier hawks; mallard, grey teal,
swallow, and yes koi carp were all seen.
Tony later lifted set nets from the Wetlands
containing elegant gambusia, rudd, catfish
and thereal nasties, beautiful red, gold,
orange scaled koi carp(as large as groper
and declared noxious, with habit of feeding
on the wetland bed, kicking up solids and
discolouring the water, with serious results).

Finally we turned happily homeward,
feeling highly informed and thoroughly
invigorated for our local conservation actions
in the Manawatu!
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; ~~Manawatu Forest & Bird Members Make Global Contributions~ ~

SAVE THE ALBATROSS CAMPAIGN
a=— fihank you $ and upchbied report fom Rae Nicholls

| wanted to give each of you an update on this important voyalgiehwill soon be passing
throughWellington Harbour, collecting a local Forest & Bird member, and sailing on to fawe
albatross. But first, a hugbhank you to local F&B memberswho have already supported this
conservation campaign! To date, your individual contributions and those fronbranch
committee to support Brent Stephenson and the John Ridgway Save th@sslbZoyage have
reached $420, and has been forwarded to National Headquarters in Wellington. Thank you!!

As you now know, this voyage around the world aims to end the neeldleghtsr of the albatross.
With his volunteer crewJohn Ridgway intends to raise public awareness of the plight of the
albatross and will present an international petition againsedisiting to the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organisation in June 2004.

The voyage is supported ByrdLife International , of which Forest and Bird is the New Zealand
partner. Volunteers from BirdLife join the yacht for legs oftbgage.Carold Knutson (Forest &
Bird Wellington) will sail from Melbourne to Wellington in Decenmband Brent Stevenson
(Massey University and local Forest & Bird member) will $aam Wellington to the Falkland
Islands, departing December 26. Follow the voyage onliret@t/www.bbc.co.uk/dna/ww2/A552908
and find daily updates and photographs.

As John has designed the voyage to be indepenoletht,Carol and Brent are helping to raise
funds for the voyage and are personally responsible for the expenses thirotheir participation.
Uncovered costs include: travel to Melbourne for Carol and returnl irave South America for
Brent, travel insurance, additional clothing and gear for travedaand contributions towards food
and running expenses of the boat and ship to shore communication. Ay frontributions on
behalf of this campaign may be made directly to the Forest addN&tional office by ringing
0800 200 064 or by visiting their websitevatw.forestandbird.org.ntoday!

The voyage departed Scotland on July 27 this year and reached Gapetoetober. The English
Rose VI has now started on its circumpolar track around the globewifed the track of the
albatross.

A recent report was excerpted from the online log maintained by the organiser:

19 November 2003, day 117, we are 140 nautisdNEd€Kerguelen heading for Melbourne, 3024tanijes

Notes: By midnight the land had fallen away andweee treated to a grand display of the Aurora Aalistrit was as if
the white Antarctic had bathed the sky in lightjfabe sun might be going to rise in the Souttheathan the East.

When Marie Christine and | came on Watch agair6800Nick and Igor had already gybed the sailsifbasrising
north wind. Gradually we increased speed all marnin

Our old chums were there as usual, mostly in onéwas: Wandering, Black Brow, Light-mantled Soatyd Grey-
Headed Albatrosses, the odd White-chined Petigdjreof Pintados and the normal flock of PrionsttWst the
occasional Storm Petrel.

Morale kept high. Quentin, Trevor and Nick each tiadr own reasons for getting to Melbourne as sampossible.
Igor wanted to warm his Peruvian hide. Marie Chresand |, well we were just looking forward to tiygg home.

Into the mist...
John Ridgway



