July 2011
Saturday July 2: Forest & Bird Horowhenua Trip - Flax Museum, Foxton. 

All welcome! Contact Margarette Treacher on (06) 364 5986 for details and to register your interest.

Sunday July 3: A Rocha fortnightly meeting and working bee

A Rocha is an international interdenominational Christian nature conservation organization.  A Rocha Manawatu grows native plants for planting locally.  The group meets fortnightly at the Plant Propagation Unit at Longburn Adventist College between 1.30 and 3.30 p.m.  

You are welcome to join them.  If you are interested in finding out more, phone John Flenley (06) 357 6844 

Wednesday July 6: Forest & Bird Horowhenua - Bird monitoring, Te Hakari Wetland and Kuku Beach. 

For details and to register your interest contact Geoff Monk (06) 364 5986 or Barbara Simons (06) 364 7197.

Thursday July 7: Te Manawa Science Café “Q & A: Managing the health of the Manawatu River?”

Join the panel of experts who will give an enlightening overview on a variety of issues that are currently being faced:

·  Dr Russell Death Associate Professor in Freshwater Ecology

·  Dr John Roygard Horizons’ Science Manager

·  Representatives from Federated Farmers, including Policy Advisor Dr Tessa Mills

· From 6.30 pm at the Te Manawa Art Gallery

· Free entry - all welcome!

· Light refreshments provided with gold coin donation 

Friday July 8:  Dr Corrina Tucker: Peak-meat: a critical moment in the making

"Rapidly increasing consumer demand for meat combined with ballooning environmental devastation created by the production of meat, gives rise to a tension that will bring about a revolution in meat production and consumption. 

New Zealand is uniquely situated in this imminent critical juncture, as a nation of meat eaters and exporters that has a great stake in its environmentally ‘clean and green’ image. 

This presentation provides context to this emergent quandary, detailing a range of possibilities that are being posited on a global scale as providing means to addressing these issues."

·  The fourth talk in "Environmental Issues and Debates: Massey talks Sustainability" series 

·  Time: 12.30 to 1.30pm

·  Venue: Sound and Vision Zone, Palmerston North City Library

·  Light refreshments provided

Tuesday July 12: Forest & Bird Manawatu public meeting and talk by animal pest ecologist

Guest speaker is Dr Clare Veltman, an animal pest ecologist working in Research, Development & Improvement for the Department of Conservation.

Every year about 300,000 hectacres of public conservation lands are oversown with sodium fluoracetate (1080) in small cerial baits to kill all the brushtail possums and rats at those sites. One of the risks of this approach to pest control is that other animals might consume these baits and die unnecessarily. Clare has reviewed surveys of native birds during aerial operations from 1986 onwards, and will talk about her recently published analysis of bird bykills during aerial 1080 operations.

·  Starts 7.30pm 

·  Te Manawa (above the Art Gallery), Palmerston North

·  A gold coin donation appreciated.  All welcome!     

Tuesday July 12: Paul Vandenberg on establishing a 'Butterfly Haven' in Milson's Apollo Park!

Paul will briefly expand on his ideas at the beginning of the July 12th meeting of Forest & Bird Manawatu (see above).  Find out more about what is being proposed here

Wednesday July 13: Forest & Bird Rangitikei Branch Night: Skinks & Geckos of the Wanganui Region

·  Speaker: Chris Devine

·  When: 7.30 p.m. 

·  Where: St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall, Broadway, Marton

·  Visitors welcome.  Your gold coin donation is appreciated.

Sunday July 17: Pit Park Working Party - Tree Planting 

Help develop the Featherston St Pit, now formally known as Edwards Pit Park, into a community park that Palmerston North will be proud of!  Working parties are held every third Sunday afternoon of the month - starting at 1.30pm and finishing around 3pm with a cup of tea.  All welcome!  

The Pit Park is at the Vogel Street end of Featherston Street (PN), with entry just before Tweed Street.  For more information, contact Malcolm on 357 5570, or Marise on 354 0062, or visit the Pit Park People on the ENM website, where you can also access their Facebook page.

Sunday July 17: A Rocha fortnightly meeting and working bee at the Pit Park

A Rocha is an international interdenominational Christian nature conservation organization.  A Rocha Manawatu grow native plants for planting locally.  The group meets fortnightly - usually at the Plant Propagation Unit at Longburn Adventist College between 1.30 and 3.30 p.m, but this time they will be planting some of the trees they have grown for the Pit Park. 

You are welcome to join them.  If you are interested in finding out more about A Rocha, phone John Flenley (06) 357 6844 

Monday July 18: Forest & Bird Horowhenua – “The Tararua Peaks” DVD by Geoff Monk, combined with a soup evening

·  When: early start time - 6pm

·  Where: Red Cross Rooms 524 Queen Street, Levin

·  More info: contact Debbie Waldin (06) 368 3337 or  Belinda McLean (06) 364 5573

Wednesday July 20: Getting from here to there: researching travel and transport in Palmerston North and the surrounding region – Dr Christine Cheyne

Mobility is important for our economic, social, and cultural well-being.  It also has significant implications for our environment.  Transport planning by district and regional councils shapes the options we having for moving around and between towns, cities and regions.  

Recent research at Massey University has focused on transport in the Taranaki, Manawatu-Whanganui and Hawkes Bay regions, recognizing the existing pattern of settlements and transport options and the population in these regions.

In this presentation, Dr Cheyne will look at how communities and transport planners and researchers are responding to the unique challenges that are faced in regions like ours, especially with the increasing price of fossil fuels and the need to address the contribution of transport to greenhouse gas emissions.

·  When: 3:30pm

·  Where:  Sir Geoffrey Peren Building (Old Main Building), Massey University, PN

·  Followed by refreshments.

Sunday July 24:  Forest & Bird Rangitikei: Manawatu Gorge walk, finishing at ‘Across the Bridge Café’ 

·  A combined trip with the Rangitikei Tramping Club.

·  To register your interest and for more information contact: Hugh Stewart (06) 327-8064

Wednesday July 27: Sustainable Rangitikei meeting and presentation by papermaker Andrew Reilly

From Andrew's blog:

"I make hand made papers, here in New Zealand. I love the process, though cold snaps in winter can make things challenging. My primary fibre of choice is harvested from New Zealand Flax (Harakeke or Phormium Tenax). What a majestic plant. 

I have concerns about what we are doing to the world globally. We 'harvest' almost 800 million tonnes of trees annually across the globe to produce between 350-400 million tonnes of paper and board, 25% of which is used for packaging. Some of this forestry is sustainably managed, certainly not all, and probably not enough.

As many papermakers will tell you, paper can be made from many sources of cellulose fibre. Incredibly hundreds of millions of tonnes of cellulose fibre is disposed of in agriculture every year. Why grow a forest to harvest, when there are alternative sources which is considered agriwaste?"

·  Where:  373 Wellington Road, Marton (the former Marton School Dental Clinic) next door to Louis Hazelhurst’s dental practice.

·  When: 7pm

·  For more info see Andrew's  Facebook page

Sunday July 31: A Rocha fortnightly meeting and working bee – tree planting at the Longburn Adventist College

A Rocha is an international interdenominational Christian nature conservation organization.  A Rocha Manawatu grows native plants for planting locally and meets fortnightly (1.30 - 3.30 p.m) usually meeting at the Plant Propagation Unit at Longburn Adventist College.  This Sunday they will start planting up a native bush corner in the Longburn College grounds utilising plants they have grown. 

You are welcome to join them.  To find out more, phone John Flenley (06) 357 6844 

