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Landcare Briefs are sent out to thousands of people and organisations in New Zealand who are interested in sustainable land management and biodiversity issues.  The aim is to provide a summary of what is happening in these areas to the widest possible audience.
Contributions are welcome: please send them to briefs@landcare.org.nz  for consideration.  If you enjoy receiving these briefs, please recommend them to a friend or colleague. To subscribe or to unsubscribe from this service, please email to lb@landcare.org.nz with "subscribe" or “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
               
 "We’re drowning in information and starving for knowledge." Rutherford D. Rogers
 

The next funding round closes February 28th 2004
New application forms are available for the next round, by contacting
New Zealand Landcare Trust 
Phone: 03 962 9555 or 
Email: info@landcare.org.nz
 
NZ Landcare Trust have new office in Hamilton
Waikato staff of the New Zealand Landcare Trust, Dr Nick Edgar, national co-ordinator ICM and the newly appointed Waikato co-ordinator Nardene Berry, are now located in the Landcare Research site on the University of Waikato campus. 
University of Waikato
Gate 10
Silverdale Rd Hillcrest
PO Box 4305
Hamilton East
 
Monitoring funded for Mangahuia Stream Water Care 
 
The Mangahuia Stream Water Group received $700 from the Transpower Landcare Trust Grants Programme for water quality monitoring involving laboratory analysis of water samples taken by the group. 
Landowners recently established the group with properties bordering the Mangahuia Stream.  New Zealand Landcare Trust co-ordinator Andrew Stewart said they planned to monitor the water quality to assess whether farming practices needed to be adjusted. Andrew said taking water quality samples was slow with nothing physical to show, however it was worthwhile to see if there was an issue, before fencing and planting. Sampling over the year would narrow down any problems and give a baseline water quality figure for a reference point in five years. 
Funding under $1,000 often made a difference to whether a group could get something up and running, he said.  
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  Protecting the Little Blue Penguin
 
The Charleston Waitakere Community Group has received a grant of $1600 to protect a Little Blue Penguin habitat from stoats and rats.
With the grant the group purchased 50 stoat traps and materials for making tunnels.
The Little Blue Penguins nest, moult and breed all around the West Coast, however this group concentrate on private coastal land between Constant Bay and Nine Mile Beach. It worked closely with the Department of Conservation and hoped to attract a postgraduate student to look at the Charleston area, to get basic data, and see if stoat trapping had been effective.
 
	Community Project Helps Restore
Degraded Taieri Stream


	 


   
 
 
 
 
The Taieri Plains urban community have joined forces with local farmers and the TAIERI Trust to begin an ambitious process to restore the polluted Owhiro Stream.
This natural waterway in the Taieri catchment has experienced pollution and habitat degradation through stock access to the stream and runoff. Stormwater and illegal sewage discharges have also had a major impact on water quality.  
2000 native seedlings have been planted along the banks of the Owhiro to improve the water quality and establish a habitat for birds and fish. 
The TAIERI Trust hopes that the project will raise awareness of the benefits to be gained through riparian planting. Funding for the initial four planting sites was sourced from the Otago Regional Council, Dunedin City Council Community Grants and the Transpower Landcare Trust Grants.
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             Release of ‘KIRI’ the kiwi chick
A three week old chick has been hatched at the Whangarei Native Bird Recovery Center in the first totally community-driven project and has been taken to the predator-free kiwi crèche on Matakohe (Limestone) Island in Whangarei Harbour. The Whangarei Heads Landcare Forum is behind the new development, The forum represents landcare groups in the Whangarei Heads area, in which private landowners have got in behind the project to save the kiwi populations on their land. The groups have successfully gained funding for the project from the Pacific Development and Conservation Trust and the Transpower Landcare Trust Grant programme.
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            Green Ribbon Award presented to Taieri Trust
 
The Minister for the Environment, Marian Hobbs, presented the TAIERI Trust with a Green Ribbon award in Wellington. The awards recognize outstanding contributions to sustaining, protecting and enhancing New Zealand’s environment.  
 
Our Bats need Homes!

The South Canterbury population of long-tailed bats is remarkable for surviving to the present in a farmed landscape.
Unfortunately the roost sites in natural cavities in old willow, macrocarpa, cabbage and other trees are now being lost to firewood and tidiness. More intensive land use means that few replacement trees are growing. We hope to hang on to our furry flying friends by providing suitable artificial cavities for them to use (while we carry on encouraging humans to leave old trees and nurture natural replacements). We are asking you to assist with a roost box trial to find out which types of box the bats will use. A donation of $70 to Forest & Bird buys a roost box.

If you require further information please contact John Talbot, 16 Harris Street,
Pleasant Point, South Canterbury. Phone 03 614 7433, Fax 03 614 7443
Email: jtalbot@es.co.nz
 
Partnerships at Work 
In an exciting turn of events, and a first for the Coromandel area, Moehau Environment Group, Environment Waikato, and the Department of Conservation, came together to plan animal pest control. This planning is to firstly cover the next twelve months, with a broader plan for the next five years. This is an important step towards the concept of a Pest-Free Zone and the Pest Proof Fence for Moehau.
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                 Adapting to climate change in Eastern New Zealand
 
This year a series of farmer workshops were held from Bay of Plenty to South Canterbury to draw together farmer perspectives on adapting to climate change.   This was the first phase of a two-year project funded by the Sustainable Farming Fund, AGMARDT, and Climate Change Office/Ministry for the Environment, Hawke’s Bay Regional Council, Environment Bay of Plenty, Environment Canterbury and Merino NZ Inc.   The results of the workshops have been published in “The view from the ground: A farmer perspective on climate change and adaptation”.  This publication is a unique combination of art, science and farmer perspectives on adapting to climate change.  It has been designed to inform as well as to serve as a primer for further project work, which is aimed at producing an adaptation resource kit.
 
If you would like a copy of “The view from the ground”, please contact the project manager: Gavin Kenny, 709a Duke Street, Hastings; Tel (06) 870 8466; Email: gavinkenny@clear.net.nz.  There is a $5 charge per copy to cover postage and handling.  If you are connected with a farmer group and would possibly like multiple copies to distribute to farmers in your area please contact Gavin to discuss this. 
 
Tipu Ake Lifecycle - A Leadership Model for Innovative Organisations
Whaingaroa Environmental Group (Raglan) held a workshop on Tipu Ake Lifecycle an easily applied and action focused leadership model for organisations; For further information visit: www.tipuake.org.nz or contact: Tipu Ake Communications Team, 
Peter Goldsbury, 20 Hastings Pde, Devonport, Auckland, NZ email: pgoldsbury@stratex.co.nz  Phone 64 9 445 4454 Mobile 021 465 372
	ICM National Workshop
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An Integrated Catchment Management National Workshop will be held at the Novotel Tainui, 7 Alma Street, Hamilton. 3 - 4 November 2003The workshop will showcase community-based ICM projects from around the country. There will be opportunities to see some of the latest approaches to land and riparian management, waterway protection and biodiversity enhancement. Field trips to ICM projects in the Waikato Region will be provided, as well as opportunities to view practical catchment research programmes being conducted by the Whata Whata Catchment Research Group on November 5 2003.
Workshop costs for the two days are: $25 students and community people. $75 agency staff.  To register your interest in attending the workshop
NZ Landcare Trust, Free Phone: 0508 526 322. Email icm@landcare.org.nzto find out about the Integrated Catchment Management Project contact Dr Nick Edgar, Phone: 07 858 3725or Email: nick@landcare.org.nz
Kaik Field Day
A field day will be held at Kaik Hill, near Akaroa, Banks Peninsula on Friday the 28th of November.  The day, organized by the Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust, will be an opportunity for local landowners, agency staff, and the community to visit the Kaik, a unique remnant of original coastal podocarp forest, which has recently been re-fenced and covenanted.  There will be a variety of speakers, displays, and bush walks guided by local plant and animal experts on offer. The Hon. Chris Carter, Minister of Conservation will be the opening speaker.
 
Trapper's Workshop
A mustelid trapper's workshop, run by the Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust, will be held on Thursday November 20th.  The aim of the workshop is to bring local and regional authorities, science providers, landowners, community groups and volunteers together and share information and ideas. The venue will be on Banks Peninsula, but is still to be confirmed.For more details on either event contact Frances Schmechel, Banks Peninsula Coordinator, email: frances@landcare.org.nz or phone:  962-9555.
 
Fresh Water New Zealand: Problems, Processes and Priorities
Royal Society of New Zealand Conference
13-14 November 2003 
Engineering Lecture Theatre
The University of Auckland
 
National Technology Transfer Seminar for Vertebrate Pest Control
National Pest Control Association
18-20 November 2003
Brentwood Hotel
Kilbirnie
Wellington
 
Community Help 2003-2004 published by CR McPhail 
Everything you ever wanted to know about agencies and services within New Zealand is provided for in the 12th Edition of this directory.
The publication originated with Rural Help, however it has expanded to cover both urban and rural communities. 
Community Help describes the roles of government and state owned enterprises as well as the volunteer and non-governmental agencies. Sections include: Land natural resources and energy, community information services and directories, agricultural and other primary industry services
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35 Sheffield Crescent
PO Box 39 141
Christchurch
Phone 03 962 9555
Freephone: 0508 526 322
info@landcare.org.nz
www.landcare.org.nz

