May
Saturday and Sunday April 30 & May 1: Habitat Restoration in the Rangitikei

Sycamore trees invaded this river terrace bush remnant more than 70 years ago.  All the adult sycamore trees are gone and most of the seedlings and saplings now too and a planting programme is underway.

Depending on moisture levels, we will be either planting trees or spending time in the bush removing sycamores and other weeds.  Come on either day or the whole weekend.  Accommodation and shared transport can be arranged.  For more info phone Sally on 359 4326 or email coordinator@environmentnetwork.org.nz 

Friday May 6: the 7th Season of Reel Earth Environmental Film Festival 2011 begins! 

Reel Earth is Australasia’s largest film festival with an environment and nature focus.  On offer - eight days of premieres and other films followed by the Awards Gala Night (May 14 - see below) , then you get a second chance to see the award winning films from May 15 - 17.   

There is also a sustainability expo, talks at the library and film making seminars.  Find out about the full festival at www.reelearth.org.nz
Saturday May 7 - Tuesday May 24:  Meridian First Light house - solar power and energy efficient technologies in action!   

If you are heading down to Wellington this month, you could visit Frank Kitts Park to see the solar-powered Kiwi bach.

A student team from Victoria University of Wellington have been assembling the bach as a practice run for the US Department of Energy Solar Decathlon 2011, taking place in Washington DC later in the year.  Public Tours are available from May 7-24.

· Where: Frank Kitts Park, Jervois Quay, Wellington 

· When: From 12 noon to 4pm weekdays and 10am to 5:30pm on weekends

· More info: www.nzwood.co.nz
Tuesday May 10: Forest & Bird - A Smorgasbord of Common Cryptic Critters!

Jessica (Jess) Costall – will give a practical & illustrated talk at the May Forest & Bird Manawatu Branch Meeting.  She will bring along an assortment of ‘critters’ which can be closely examined under the microscope – this meeting will appeal to all ages !

· Starts 7.30pm 

· Te Manawa, Palmerston North. 

· A gold coin donation appreciated.  All welcome! 

Friday May 13: Lunch time talk - Dr Mike Joy The 100% pure, clean green myth

Despite two decades of the RMA almost all measures of the state of the environment are in decline and New Zealand now has a shocking 2788 species on the theatened species list.   

· Third talk in "Environmental Issues and Debates: Massey talks Sustainability"
· Time: 12.30 to 1.30pm

· Venue: Sound and Vision Zone, Palmerston North City Library

· Light refreshments provided

Friday May 13: Talk by leading international climate scientist Dr James Hansen - Climate Change: a scientific, moral and legal issue

World famous climate scientist Dr James Hansen is currently undertaking a speaking tour in NZ, brought by a coalition of environmental and social justice organisations, academics and progressive business.   His public talks explain the latest science of climate change, how serious and urgent action has become, and why he has become an activist as well as a scientist. 

“Human-made climate change is a moral issue. It pits the rich and the powerful against the young and the unborn, against the defenseless and against nature.  Climate change is a political issue. But politics fails when there is a revolving door between government and the fossil fuel-industrial complex. Climate change is a legal issue. The judiciary provides the possibility of holding our governments accountable for their duty to protect the public interest.”

· When: Public lecture 1.30 pm - 2.45 pm 

· Where: Japan Lecture Theatre,  Massey University 

Friday May 13 and Sunday May 15 - Reel Earth Film making seminars 

Inspired to create your own film?  To find out about film making seminars and register.  Note: you need to register by Monday 9th May.

Saturday May 14: Reel Earth Sustainability Expo - PN Square 

Want to live in greater harmony with nature?   Like to learn about practical ways to live more sustainably?  For education and inspiration come along to the Reel Earth Sustainability Expo!  Speakers and over 20 stalls will represent a wide range of different organizations.   Something for everyone - from electric bikes and cars to home-made cleaning products, from sustainable building to building worm farms, from revegetation to information for anglers.   

Gardeners - bring any spare seed you would like to donate to Christchurch community gardens and gardeners - look out for Sustainable Rangitikei "Seeds of Hope" collection boxes at the Expo!

· Where: Palmerston North Square (Plaza Quadrant) 

· When: From 10am - 3pm

· For more info www.reelearth.org.nz
Saturday May 14:  Reel Earth - Filmmakers Q+A Session

Featuring Simon Chambers, Nic Vallance, and Amie Batalibasi. 

· Where: City Library 

· When: 12:00 pm (noon) 

· Cost:  FREE!

Saturday May 14: Search for "Common Critters" - at the Esplanade!

You are invited to join Jess Costall & Stella McQueen of Forest & Bird as they go sifting through the leaf litter in the Esplanade in search of the ‘Common Critters’ that Jess spoke about at the Forest & Bird Manawatu Branch Meeting (see May 10 above). 

· When: from 2.00pm

· Meet: outside the Education Centre (opposite the duck pond) in the Esplanade.

· Everybody is welcome – regardless of age (or weather)!

Saturday May 14: The Reel Earth Gala and Awards Ceremony

See all the films you want before the Gala, and cast your vote to decide the winner of the People's Choice Award.

New Zealand actor Lisa Chappell will be hosting the Gala this year. Rod Oram, a distinguished popular economist, will be the guest speaker for the evening. And to top it off, the band Smokey Feel will provide a good vibe for the event.

· Where: in the magnificent Regent Theatre

· When: from 7.30pm

· To find out more and book your seat: click here (or purchase at the door)

Sunday May 15: Help develop the Featherston St Pit into a community park that Palmerston North could be proud of!  

Ongoing activities will include involve planting and looking after the plantings of native trees – mulching, weeding.  Working parties are held every third Sunday afternoon of the month - starting at 1.30pm and finishing around 3pm with a cup of tea.  All welcome!  

The Pit Park is at the Vogel Street end of Featherston Street (PN), with entry just before Tweed Street.  For more information, contact Malcolm on 357 5570, or Marise on 354 0062, or visit the Pit Park People on the ENM website.

Tuesday May 17: Farm Forestry Field Day - Middle District Farm Forestry Association

· Time:  Meet at 10.30 am

· Venue:   Cousin’s property, north of Colyton.

· Directions:  Gather at one entrance to the property on Finnis Road.  Go to Colyton, turn north up Taonui Road and travel north for 12 km.  After approximately 10.5 km, the road becomes Finnis Road but without any obvious changes.

· Organiser:  Denis Hocking (06 322 1254)

This property was awarded the Horizons Regional Council Tree Integration Award at the recent Balance Farm Environment Awards and is an excellent example of farm forestry in action.  It straddles the watershed between the Oroua and Pohangina Rivers with easy, rolling country to the west and steep, highly erodible country running down into the Pohangina to the east.  Very good use has been made of trees to reduce erosion, provide shelter and diversify the operation with quite a variety of species.  This property has also been used for field testing of poplar clones and other soil conservation tree species by the poplar breeders and plant materials scientists over the years.

See Manawatu Standard article for more info here
Tuesday May 17: Symposium on the Future of Coal (Wellington)

Dr James Hansen is also one of the speakers at this event, hosted by the Institute of Policy Studies, the Climate Change Research Institute and the Environmental Studies Programme at Victoria University of Wellington.   

Where: Wellington Convention Centre, Wellington

To register: email  ips@vuw.ac.nz or telephone 04 463 5307 (there is no cost for registration)

Wednesday May 18 to Monday May 30:  Exhibition "Our River - Environmental Photographs" 

See some of the images that were entered into the earlier competition - showing how our rivers have changed the region over time and how humans have contributed to those changes.  

Selected images will be displayed in Square Edge gallery 

For more info visit www.communityarts.org.nz
Friday May 20 - Sunday May 22: Join the global ‘Green Wave’ of tree planting

Plant a tree on May 20-22 – and help create a ‘green wave’ of tree planting around the world. The Green Wave is a multi-year global initiative organised by the United Nations and contributes to the Plant for the Planet Billion Tree Campaign. 

Schools and communities around the world will be planting locally important trees on the days leading up to, May 22 - International Day of Biodiversity. Tree planters will then post a symbolic tree on an online map of the world on the Green Wave website, showing where their tree has been planted.  The tree, photos and stories go live online at 20:20 on Sunday 22 May. Each hour, beginning at 20:20 local time, new trees will appear on the map, starting in the Pacific and Asia, then across Europe and Africa and over the ocean to America – creating a virtual ‘green wave’. 

See Green Wave website for more info

Local tree planting possibilities:

· Work party in the Rangitikei on Saturday May 21st – contact coordinator@environmentnetwork.org.nz by Thursday May 19th if interested.

· Sixtus Lodge work party: Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd  (please email Midge Janssen by Thursday May 19th to arrange h.m.janssen@inspire.net.nz or ph 357 4877)

· The Pit Park People have some cabbage trees ready for planting and Marise can be available to help people plant these this Sunday, May 22nd, between 1.30 and 3.30pm.  If you are interested please phone Marise Clark on 354 0062 to arrange.  Note: Marise needs to hear from you by the end of Friday 20th – if nobody contacts Marise, the planting afternoon will not go ahead.

Sunday May 22: A Rocha fortnightly meeting and working bee

A Rocha is an international interdenominational Christian nature conservation organization.  A Rocha Manawatu grow native plants for planting locally.  The group meets fortnightly at the Plant Propagation Unit at Longburn Adventist College between 1.30 and 3.30 p.m.  

You are welcome to join them.  If you are interested in finding out more, phone John Flenley (06) 357 6844 

Sunday May 22: Christchurch Vegetarian Society Fundraiser 

Organised by the Palmerston North Vegetarian/Vegan Group and SAFE Manawatu.  Featuring a talk by Yolandra Soryl of the Christchurch Vegetarian Centre.

· When: 5.30pm

· Where: Be Still Yoga Centre, 37 Cambridge St, PN

· Bring: a vegan dish to share and a monetary donation

· To RSVP (not essential) and for additional info email vegpn@xtra.co.nz 

· All welcome!

Tuesday May 24: Build Your Own Business - How to make your business successful and GREEN

Build Your Business is an interactive workshop that will provide useful information and real-life examples of applying environmental sustainability to the successful business world. 

Build Your Business will feature the following speakers:

· Tom Croskery, Projects Advisor – Sustainability, Palmerston North City Council

· Spring Humphreys, Manager Eco-Efficiency, Fonterra

· Bob Lissington, Business Manager, Institute of Natural Resources

Aimed at Massey Students but open to the public, the evening will include top guest speakers, a fun activity, great prizes, free food, and chance to win an $80 Pak N Save voucher!  This event is hosted by EnVirco in partnership with AIESEC Manawatu

· When: 7 - 9.30pm 

· Where: The Centre, Massey University, Palmerston North 

Tuesday May 24: Forest & Bird meeting and talk - Rivers and Wetlands (Feilding)

Corina Jordon (Wellington Fish & Game) will present an illustrated talk on ‘Rivers & Wetlands’ – A local perspective.

· When 7.30pm 

· Where:  St Johns Hall, Bowen Street, Feilding

· All welcome

Sunday May 29:  Linklater Reserve - Community Planting Day and Opening!

Bring the family and join the fun at the very first planting day at this new council reserve.  Bring your own spades if you have them and suitable outdoor clothing and footwear.  Holes will be pre-dug and plants laid out - to make it easier!  

Planting will be followed by the official opening of the Reserve by PN Mayor Jono Naylor.

· Where: off Kelvin Grove Road

· When: from 1pm

· Note: there are no toilet facilities available on site

Sunday May 29:  Meeting for those interested in setting up more local community gardens 

Gong He Gardening is a cooperative aiming to educate people about gardening, help set up a number of community gardens and to motivate others to help promote gardening as a means of combating climate change.  Interested and motivated people are invited to their next meeting.

· When: 4pm

· Where:  email Astarte at astarte@itsastarte.com for details

· More info: email Malcolm Alley at malleywhai@hotmail.com 

