Keeble’s Bush – A Local Gem 
By Michael Greenwood
Keeble’s Bush is the best remaining indigenous lowland forest remnant of something like the original vegetation of a terrace close to Palmerston North. In fact, it is the only remnant with all five lowland Podocarp species, kahikatea, rimu, totara, matai and miro. Over 200 species of seed plants and ferns were identified in this remnant before 1980 but a few of these have died out and there is only one Northern Rata in the bush interior. Although the bush has an area of twelve hectares it is small and relatively isolated so the long-term sustainability of the biodiversity of this remnant is still a concern.
Its history dates back to the sale of the Prendergast area in 1900 to Mr. Keeble, who placed the bush remnant in his son’s name. The son died in 1971 leaving the Bush into the care of a Trust. In 1975 the Crown purchased the Keeble’s property transferring the management of it to Massey University. It took until 1985 before the requested Trust was finally formed and decided that the Bush would be used for scientific purposes and not made open to the public. It has also maintained minimal intervention in the bush interior.
Earlier I was offered by the then Farm manager to plant up a two hectare open floodplain area downstream from the bush. This was planted with ecosourced seeds from Keeble’s Bush during 1979 – 1980. Since 1996, the “Link” or four hectare corridor between Keeble’s Bush and “Michael’s patch” has been in the process of being planted up, now having 8,000 plants, by the Manawatu Branch of Forest and Bird and members of the Keeble’s Bush Memorial Trust.
A few major events have affected the bush: 1936 gale force winds losing half of the large Podocarps; the 1969 - 1970 drought causing the loss of adult rimu and tawa. Alan Essler, local botanist, had listed the tawa as the most important canopy cover here but titoki replaced the tawa after this drought. Over a period of time the shelter belts have also been removed.  
Whilst the public may not have access to the bush, the surrounding areas benefit from the connection to this natural heritage through native seed spread by birds.  If you want to view this gem join in with Forest and Bird’s working party on Saturday morning, November 13th, phone Peter van Essen on 355 9076.
