Ashhurst Wetlands

· Reminder that we meet at Kens Place at the Domain on Saturday the 1st of November at 9.00 am.

· Bring Spades, Pruning gear, axes, loppers, tree saws etc to help clear away weeds from the wetland areas.

· Bring water food and gloves, stout footwear and clothing for warmth and comfort.

· Invite friend’s family etc the more we get along on our working bees the better the results.

We have had great success at many more supporters have expressed interest in preserving and conserving the unique wetland area.  The biodiversity and unique wildlife in particular the Brown Mudfish found in the area make this a very special site.  There are only three areas for this special creature in the Manawatu Region.

Other success for this group includes the successful application for $2500.00 of funding from Horizons Manawatu for predator control and we will keep you informed on this as we get details

Palmerston North City Council will assist in spraying gorse and pest plants to eradicate gorse in the area 

We have a separate application for assistance in a full survey of the biodiversity of this graduated wetland and will be in touch with all supporters when we here back on our application for funding for this.

Bill Phillips is getting a quotation for a brochure about the Ashhurst Wetland and will apply to Palmerston North City Council for additional funds to promote the wetlands importance as a graduated wetland area, its importance to the region, its preservation and conservation, and some information on the biodiversity of this area.

A local artist, Enid Roberts, is willing to create a mural for the observation platform showing the wetland area and some of the species to be found within the area 

Ashhurst School has more plants to add to the planting program they have begun in the area and we have discussed further replanting of natives to protect the areas boundaries particularly near the exit area for the stream near the bridge.   Ashhurst action group have run several planting activities in this area to protect and beautify the fringes of the bridge over the Manawatu River.

Friday night fish traps exercise

Any one interested in seeing the fish traps laid on Friday night 31 October ring Bill Phillips at 063268608 evenings or phone 063513329 at Massey or Bill’s shoe phone 0272424062 and leave your details or contact Russell Death at Massey environmental studies on the Massey switch board 3569099 and ask for Russell Death.

The Ashhurst Wetland group is now part of the Ashhurst Action teams overall project management to allow us to secure funding and support from council and of course the person power of this group.

Please tell friends let me know if you need anything or have ideas that you wish to contribute or friends who would like to receive news and information about the wetland and be involved in two or three clean ups to remove rubbish, plant conserve and preserve our local treasure.

