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Activities in the Pit:
New Taps and Waterline:
The waterline has been proving it's worth over the recent dry weeks. Gone are the days of the Pit Park bucket brigade, it is now much easier to get water to the younger plants and trees at risk of dying from dehydration. 
Tweed Street Bank Stabilisation: 
Progress remains slow with the stabilisation work.
PNCC engineers have yet to complete their full analysis of the problem. It is anticipated that the analysis will be finished by the end of February, so that remedial work can commence before winter. 
During the hot, dry weather many of the replanted trees have died. The replacement of these trees will be done as soon as the work is completed and weather allows.
Plant Donations:
Plant donations from a variety of sources continue to be gratefully received. Whether the donations consist of one or many plants they are all very much appreciated.
Plants received through the summer are being nurtured by A'Rocha, Freyberg High School & Mrs Parkinson. The help provided by groups and individuals to care for plants through the dry months is invaluable.
Wetland Development:
It is planned over the next 2 – 3 months to finish the work in the wetland area we first planted. This will include building the steps from the car park and constucting the bridge over to the picnic area. It will be nice to have this area completed before winter. 
Corrections Work Parties:
Most weeks we have had one work party in the pit. The work being done over summer includes clearing weeds as the sow thistle is coming into flower again, as well as mulching around recent and established plantings. It is with sadness we have to say good bye to Papa shortly as he makes a career change. As the supervisor working with these groups he has been a positive and motivating influence on the workers. Through leading by example and working alongside the young people Papa has consistently encouraged the groups to produce quality outcomes for the Pit Park. A huge thank you to from us all to Papa & the other supervisors for all their hard work with these groups. We would also like to thank overall supervisor Tutu for recognising the need for us to have the same work party supervisor on a regular basis. It has made a huge difference to the project.
A Container for the Pit:
Thanks to a generous donation from the Eastern & Central Community Trust we have purchased a 20 foot long container. This will serve as a storage area for our equipment and as a shelter area for work parties in wet weather. The container will be sited on the south side of the pit near the base of the Coromandel bank. We would like to thank Marise Clark and family for generously allowing their garage to be used for storage over the last few years, We hope they enjoy getting their garage back!
Pit Park Regular Work Parties:
Work continues through the summer with ongoing weeding, mulching and watering to maintain the plantings.
Work parties are a family activity and we would very much like to have some more folks come to them. It is definitely a case of many hands make light work.
Working Parties:
Put these dates into your diaries please:
· February 20th March 20th
· April 17th May 15th
· June 19th 
Working parties start at 1.30pm and afternoon tea is provided.
Remember to bring sunscreen, gardening gloves and any implements you think may be useful.
We look forward to seeing you there
Unable to help with the physical work in the Pit?
Some of the other skills or assistance needed to help this project thrive. We need people to help with the following:
· Newsletter distribution, 
· Tool maintenance
· Collection & delivery of used newspapers (we use this for mulching)
· Plant nurturing
· Data base development & updating
· Archive development
· Welcoming people to the work parties.
· Providing afternoon tea on work party days
· General public relations etc....
· Or anyone with an interest in a native re-vegetation project and a willingness to help. 
For further information contact Marise Clark 3540062.
Thanks to our Supporters
Your ongoing support with subscriptions plant donations, on growing plants and participating in working bees is much appreciated. 
If you want us to come and speak to any organisation you are part of about this project please contact Marise Clark 3540062.
Quote for the Month
“the trick to doing less is doing more of what we humans do best: use our intelligence to see patterns, create designs and invent things – activities that come so naturally they feel like play” Linda Woodrow (The Permaculture Home Garden, 1996).
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Pit Park People Society Incorporated 
PO Box 5318
Palmerston North
Name …………………………………………………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………………..…………………
Phone……………………………
Email……………………………………………………………………………………
Membership [please circle your category of membership] 
Individual $10 , Family $15, Community Group $15 , Unwaged $5.

Things we need help with include: [please circle anything you’d like to help with]
Sunday working bees -includes options of weeeding, watering, planting, making afternoon teas etc [Its not all hard physical labour]
Plants e.g Nurturing Seedlings, Donations of Natives, 
Administrative Assistance 

e.g. Fundraising, Telephone Trees, Computing [Data base and Basic Website], Assistance at Stalls,
Committee Membership

Objectives of the Pit Park People Society are available on request or can be viewed on http://www.environmentnetwork.org.nz/106.html
