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Activities in the Pit:

Tweed Street Bank 
The buddleia and tree lucerne have been removed as they have done their job of protecting our early plantings.  Brian Way from the PN City Council organized a Department of Corrections work party to undertake the removal work.  The task also provided an ideal opportunity for these men to undertake assessment of their chain-saw skills to fulfill the requirement for NCEA credits they are working toward. The space created by the removals will be the focus of this winter’s planting programme. During the planned Arbor Day planting in June we will begin the infilling process where these trees have been removed.  We will also be replacing the trees that died during the summer drought.
Terracing in the Northwest Corner 
The rocks have been removed from alongside the central steps.  A central handrail is to be put in place on the steps and the area tidied up.

History Week

During History Week in Palmerston North Marise, in conjunction with Jim Lundy from the Historic Places Trust, gave a combined presentation on the history of the Hoffman Kiln and the Featherston Street Pit.  This talk and walk was very popular, with approximately forty people attending. Some had never seen the Pit before. All were very interested in the makeover that is happening.  
We're in a Book!
Michelle Frey [our former PNCC liaison officer] and Professor Spellerberg from Lincoln University have edited a book about re-vegetation projects in New Zealand The book is due for release in September, and contains a chapter on the Pit Park Project.  
Soroptimists in the Pit

P.N. Soroptimists continue to provide ongoing support for the Pit Park Project. The April work party saw eight willing Soroptimists, some with their partners along for good measure, there to assist us. The cultivar bed was given a much needed tidy up.  Marise was invited to speak on the Pit Park Project at their May meeting.  Many thanks to this group for their ongoing input. It is greatly appreciated.
Tui in the Pit

The local native birdlife is enjoying the increased number of native trees in the Pit. Fantails have been seen regularly. Recently tui have been sighted around the eucalyptus trees on the bank next to Skoglund Park, in neighbouring properties and also down in the Pit
Rubbish
Dumping of rubbish in the Pit continues to be a concern. PNCC has recently placed a large sign “Pollution will not be tolerated” billboard near the carpark.  We hope this will help raise public awareness about the importance of not dumping in a public space.  

New Tap

We are in need of another tap in the Pit.  Hoses running from the present tap near the carpark can only reach so far … even with multiple extensions!  This has made the summer watering programme a labour intensive, frustrating job. Luckily for us the men and women from the Community Corrections work parties have done the bulk of this work for us. The present water line will support several extensions, so we are in the process of getting quotes and applying for funding to extend the line so that we have another tap up at the Tweed Street end of the current plantings.  
Plant Donations

Thank you to those people who have donated plants for the winter planting season. They are always greatly appreciated.  
If anyone has trees, shrubs, flaxes or native grasses that are surplus to their requirements, we can provide these with a home in the Pit. Especially needed are cabbage trees, mountain flax, koromiko (lancewood), green akeake and carex. However we will happily receive any other local natives you may have on offer. Contact Edna or Marise about anything you may have.  
Growing On

Currently we have a number of plants that are too small for planting out this winter. They do however need re-potting and TLC until they are big enough to plant out next year.  If you could re-pot some of these plants and/or care for them for a year please contact Marise 354 0046 or Edna 357 0237

2006 Arbor Day Planting Area
Unfortunately the weeds are flourishing in this area.  Plans are afoot to get them sorted out over the winter, probably with the assistance of Community Corrections Work Parties.  
 Council Contact
Aaron Phillips, the council officer we liaise with, attended the April committee meeting. Due to PNCC having a funding shortfall, money previously allocated for work on the Recreation Hub, which includes the Pit, has been reduced. We have yet to discuss with Aaron how this will affect ongoing work in the Pit for this financial year.

Looking Forward
Arbor Day 2008: 15th June
Planting
The plan is to infill the Tweed St bank, covering the area where non natives have been selectively removed, and also to replace those trees lost to the long hot summer. Community Corrections Department Working Parties will dig the holes for this event. Lots of help is needed on the day with tree planting. Please join us at our usual 1.30 p.m. start time for a fun event. Bring the whole family, spades, buckets, and remember to wear boots or gumboots. Afternoon tea will be provided.
AGM

This will be held on Monday 16th June, at 7.30pm in the PN Hospital Social Club Hall. Vivienne McGlynn, Biodiversity Manager at DOC in Palmerston North will speak about re-vegetation projects All members and interested people are encouraged to attend. Supper will be served. 

Working Parties:

Put these dates into your diaries please:

Sunday June 15 - Arbor Day

Sunday July 20th

Sunday August 17th

Sunday September 21st
Working parties start at 1.30 p.m. and afternoon tea is provided.

We look forward to seeing you there

Mash Work Parties

Mash has continued to bring a group of willing workers down to the pit on a fortnightly basis.  The work of this group has made a noticeable difference to the cultivar bed near the car park.  A big thank you to Jane Wade and the group.

Corrections Department Work Parties

On an almost weekly basis people undertaking community work can be found working in the Pit. Without the input over summer from these people we would have been engulfed in blackberry and fennel, and would have had a much higher die-off of trees. They undertake most of the hard physical work we need done. A big thank you to Barry and Wally (supervisors) and all who take part; also to Malcolm for co-ordinating the work.
Thanks to our Supporters

Your ongoing support with subscriptions, plant donations, on-growing plants and participating in working bees is much appreciated.  If you want us to come and speak to any organisation you are part of about this project please contact Beth Tolley 356 3183

Quote for the Month
‘The middle of every successful project looks like a disaster.’ (Rosabeth Moss Cantor)
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