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Activities in the Pit:

New Taps and Waterline:

Waterline installations beside the Tweed St path and across the top of the Coromandel Bank have been completed.

This work was achieved through the cooperative effort of the following people and organisations:

Malcolm Stewart & the team from Tree Trim & Earthworks who donated their time and equipment to excavate the trenches, lay the pipe and complete all the necessary connections.

Hynds Pipe Systems & Rural Supplies who provided all the pipes and relevant fittings at a very reasonable price.

Palmerston North Cit Council (PNCC) who supplied the Toby boxes that protect all the taps.

Higgins Ltd who provided the sand for bedding the pipes.

Corrections Department Work Parties who completed all the backfilling of the trenches for this job.

Tweed Street Bank Stabilisation: 

Stabilisation of a section of the Tweed St Bank at risk of eroding back into neighbouring properties continues.

Issues remain with excessive water flowing from this bank into the pit and  further investigations by PNCC engineers over the drier months are anticipated  as we try to resolve the problem. 

Most of the temporarily uplifted plants have been reset into the bank, a few of them unfortunately have have died. Replacement of the trees that died has to be held over until next planting season while the bank work continues. Reseeding of a completed section of the vertical wall with flaxes and native grasses has been done.

Planting in the Pit:

It has been a very productive planting season with a number of groups contributing their time and energy over the winter:

Massey University Students Assn. organised students living in the Halls of Residence to come and spend an afternoon in the Pit. The students had   fund-raised to purchase approximately 200 trees for the pit. On the day over 70 students came in spite of the wind & rain. In 2 hours they planted all their trees as well as over 450 that we had in stock. This is the 2nd year that Massey students have come and we look forward to working with them again.

A'Rocha continue to support the Pit Park People with tree propagation and planting in the pit. This year so for they have assisted with planting over 400 trees. They have also taken on the role of nurturing a significant number of our young plants until they are of a size to be planted. Their ongoing support is much appreciated.

Plant Donations:

The project has received several plant donations over the course of the winter all of which, whether large or small, have been greatly appreciated. Some of the larger donations include:

Honda Dealerships again this year donated over 200 plants for the Pit Park. A huge thank you goes to Aaron Madden from Horizons Regional Council for coordinating the purchase and delivery of these plants. 

A'Rocha have also donated over 300  plants this year and actively been involved in their planting.

PNCC who have provided over 500 Carex  (wetland tussock) and approximately 300 other assorted native plants for the project this winter.

Wetland Development:

Plantings have transformed the a muddy hole into the beginnings of a wetland area below the car-park. Tussocks, flaxes, cabbage trees and native sedges have softened what was a very barren area. Frogs can now be heard croaking near the island. Ducks and geese are also calling in to the area.

Unfortunately we have had a bit of vandalism around the wetland. Your committee members have become experts at tin fishing in the pond, as we reclaim the large cans that were intended to protect the plants.

Corrections Work Parties:

Most weeks (weather permitting) we have had two work parties in the pit. The work these young people have done this winter includes planting the wetland grasses, backfilling the waterline trenches, digging approximately 1500 holes for planting days, clearing weeds as well as mulching around recent and established plantings. A huge thank you to supervisors Papa & Tutu for all their hard work with these groups.

Pit Park Regular Work Parties:

Although the  weather has been rather inclement the winter work parties have all gone ahead with some brave stalwarts in action despite the mud!! 

A big thank you goes to Beth & Edna for organising the great afternoon teas for the workers.

We are looking forward to greater numbers at the work parties as the weather improves. 

Working Parties:

Put these dates into your diaries please:

October 17th              January 16th   

November 21st           February 20th

December 19th             

Working parties start at 1.30pm and afternoon tea is provided

Look forward to seeing you there

Unable to help with the physical work in the Pit?

Some of the other skills or assistance needed to help this project thrive. We need people to help with the following:

Newsletter distribution, 

Tool maintenance

Collection & delivery of used newspapers (we use this for mulching)

Plant nurturing

Data base development & updating

Archive development

Welcoming people to the work parties.

Providing afternoon tea on work party days

General public relations etc....

Or anyone with an interest in a native re-vegetation project and a willingness to help.  

For further information contact Marise Clark 3540062.

Thanks to our Supporters

Your ongoing support with subscriptions plant donations, on growing plants and participating in working bees is much appreciated.  

If you want us to come and speak to any organisation you are part of about this project please contact Marise Clark 3540062.

Quote for the Month

“There is something timeless and enduring about a great tree, almost a spiritual presence”. (J.T.Salmon, 1979)
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Membership Form

Pit Park People Society Incorporated 

PO Box 5318

Palmerston North

Name …………………………………………………………………………………

Address……………………………………………………………..…………………

Phone……………………………

Email……………………………………………………………………………………

Membership  [please circle your category of membership] 

Individual $10 ,  Family $15, Community Group $15 , Unwaged $5.

Things we need help with include:  [please circle anything you’d like to help with]

Sunday working bees  -includes options of weeeding, watering, planting, making afternoon teas etc [Its not all hard physical labour]

Plants e.g Nurturing Seedlings, Donations of Natives, 

Administrative Assistance 

e.g. Fundraising, Telephone Trees, Computing [Data base and Basic Website], Assistance at Stalls,

Committee Membership

Objectives of the Pit Park People Society are available on request or can be viewed on http://www.environmentnetwork.org.nz/106.ht
