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Activities in the Pit:

Honda Planting 

Saturday September 6th saw 20 plus keen individuals descend upon the Pit as part of Honda Cars’ Environmental Programme.  They planted approximately 200 trees donated by Honda and were so keen to keep planting they put another 50 in from our stocks.  A very nice morning tea was provided after the planting by Honda and everybody really enjoyed themselves.

Tweed Street Bank 

Infill planting has been completed on the Tweed St bank. Approximately 1400 plants have been put in this winter.

Corrections Work Parties

Work parties are happening usually twice a week and as a result weeds being kept well under control on the Tweed St bank and the 2006 Arbor Day planting site.  They have dug all the holes for our winter plantings and recently planted 120 flaxes

Plant Donations

We continue to receive donations of plants from people in the community all of which are very much appreciated.  As a result of these donations we only had to buy a few hebes this winter. 

Growing On

We have a number of plants at people’s houses that are too small for planting out  but do need re potting and care until next year.  If you would like to re pot some of these plants and/or care for them for a year please contact Marise 354 0046 or Edna 357 0237

Trees Flowering in the Pit

Kowhai on the Tweed St bank are in flower for the first time this spring even though the trees are still small.  Also flowering at present are manuka, kanuka, koromiko and tarata [lemonwood]. 

Conservation Week Sept 8-14th

We were involved in two activities in the city that week.

Book Launch

“Living with Natives” had a local launch.  The book includes a chapter about the Pit Park Project.  At the launch a talk and presentation about the development of the project to date was given on behalf of the Pit Park People by Marise.

Weed Busters

At the Weedbusters Event on 13th September, where people were invited to exchange a weed for a native plant, the Pit Park People had been invited to inform the community about our project.  Several of the committee spent time over the day talking about the project to those who showed interest. 

At 1 p.m. it became apparent that Horizons were about to run out of trees.  We were able to fill the gap for them and have been promised extra trees for next winter’s planting by Horizons.  A case of Pit Park coming to the Rescue!

New Taps and Waterline

Several quotes have been received and we are about to apply for funding for this project.  We are hopeful the work can be done in time to make watering young plants easier this summer.

Mash Award

Under the guidance of Jane Wade Mash has had considerable input into the Pit.  Once a fortnight a Mash group of volunteers has worked in the Pit, keeping the cultivar bed by the carpark in good order. Jane and one of these volunteers also gave a talk at a Mash consumer forum about this. Another Mash group visited the Pit one Friday to look around and hear Edna talk about the history of the Pit.
Because of this volunteer work at the Palmerston North District Community Awards the Mash Trust Environmental Group received the Runner up Award in the Heritage and Environment section.
Sadly for us Jane is no longer working at Mash but we are hopeful that the Mash involvement will continue 
   
Council Contact
We are currently working with PNCC to develop a planting plan for the Coromandel Court bank.  We intend to begin initial plantings there next winter.

Also in progress is the development of the wetland area.   Initial work has begun on this area with further work being planned for this year.

A.G.M.
We had an interesting presentation from Viv McGlynn from D.O.C about other re-vegetation projects in the area.  We have had a change of chairperson with Marise Clark having resumed the role of Chair.  Otherwise the Committee remains unchanged.  Since then John Carroll has been co-opted on to the committee.  If anyone would like to join us on the committee they would be most welcome.  

Working Parties:

Put these dates into your diaries please:

Sunday 19th October

Sunday 16th November

Sunday 21st December 

Sunday 19th January

Working parties start at 1.30pm and afternoon tea is provided. We look forward to seeing you there

Thanks to our Supporters

Your ongoing support with subscriptions plant donations, on growing plants and participating in working bees is much appreciated.  If you want us to come and speak to any organisation you are part of about this project please contact Marise Clark 3540062

Quote for the Month

“The middle of every successful project looks like a disaster”  Rosabeth Moss Cantor.

Pit Park People Committee 2007-08

Chair:      


Secretary (Minutes)/Treasurer:

Marise Clark                           
354 0062                   Jude Marshall   
358 7610

Secretary (Correspondence):


Planting Coordinators:

Edna Downey                         357 0237

           Marise Clark    
354 0062





Edna Downey 
357 0237

Publicity: 

Jude Marshall

Marise Clark


PNCC Liaison:




            Marise Clark    
354 0062

Committee:

Bruce Burr


Malcolm Frith 

John Carroll


Wilma Culling 

Craig Steed


Beth Tolley

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Pit Park People Society Incorporated 

PO Box 5318

Palmerston North


Things we need help with include:  (please circle anything you’d like to help with)

Third Sunday working parties (1-3pm)

Thursday gardening group (Weekly 10-12am)

Propagating Plants e.g. Nurturing Seedlings, Donations of Natives, Anything else?

Administrative Assistance 

e.g. Fundraising, Telephone Trees, Computing, Assistance at Stalls,

Offers ………………………………………………………………………………..

 

Thank-you very much for being a part of Pit Park People Society

helping to make the Pit a park for the community developed by the community







Name …………………………………………………………………………………………..





Address……………………………………………………………..………………………….





Phone……………………………Email………………………………………………………








Membership (please circle your category of membership) 





Individual $10		Family $15	 Community Group $15 	 Unwaged $5








Signed: ……………………………………………………… Date: ………………………….








Objectives of the Pit Park People Society are available on request or can be viewed on http://www.environmentnetwork.org.nz/106.html











