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Activities in the Pit:

Terracing in Northwest Corner 
There have been no changes in this corner since our last newsletter. P.N. City Council intends to remove the rocks and use them elsewhere in the city.  This means the rocks will not be wasted and park users will gain safe access to the terraces

Tweed Street Bank -

There have been some tree losses with the drought but thanks to the watering done by the Corrections Department work parties most of the trees planted last winter have survived to date.  These parties have also been working systematically through the Tweed St bank area clearing blackberry, fennel, releasing trees and mulching around them.   

Vandalism continues to present some problems e.g. holes made deliberately in the lime surface of the Tweed St bank path and destruction of the water tap again.  However the good news is that no further trees appear to have been damaged or removed over the summer. 

If you notice anyone damaging the plants or fences or dumping rubbish please notify the Police or Palmerston North City Council.

Work is under way planning for further infill planting this coming winter.  The buddlea and tree lucerne will be removed prior to the planting season.  Initial planting work for this bank is almost complete.
Coromandel Court Bank

As we still have enough work to complete on the Tweed St bank this site will remain grassed for a further year. However planning for future plantings is underway. 

Council Contact

We farewelled Michelle Frey last August and have missed having no specific person to contact at PN Council.  But recently we welcomed Aaron Phillips as our new PNCC liaison officer.    The great thing for us is that we have worked with Aaron in the past and he is familiar with this project.

Time to Think about Trees 

As another planting season approaches we need to know what trees people have growing for us or could offer us.  We especially need cabbage trees, mountain flax, koromiko and lancewoods but are also happy to receive any other local natives.  

If you have anything may be suitable please contact Edna 357 0237 or Marise 354 0062.

Working Parties:

Put these dates into your diaries please:

Sunday 16th March

Sunday 20th April

Sunday 18th May

Sunday 15th June

Working parties start at 1.30pm and afternoon tea is provided.

Look forward to seeing you there

Mash Work Parties

Thanks to Mash who are currently organising a group of willing workers who have been concentrating on the cultivar bed once a fortnight.  Their work has made a noticeable difference to this area and is much appreciated. A big thank you goes to Jane Wade for coordinating this for us.

Propagation Workshop: 
March 29.

Learn about native plant propagation and revegetation. The focus will be mostly upon forest plants (rather than wetland or dune plants).

Part of the workshop will cover eco-sourcing and seed gathering.  

There may need to be restrictions on how many people can attend, due to practical considerations, so if possible, please indicate if you are interested and able to come, by next Wednesday March 5th.  

Contact Sally at Environment Network Manawatu. 
Phone 06 355 0126
Thanks to our Supporters

Your ongoing support with subscriptions, plant donations, on growing plants and participating in working bees is much appreciated.  If you want us to come and speak to any organisation you are part of about this project please contact Beth Tolley 356 3183
Quote for the Month
“Surely then it is the responsibility of every citizen to try and save what is left and an opportunity for the amateur gardener to propagate and grow some of these remarkable plants [natives].  It is only by resorting to such methods that our plants can be saved from extinction.” (Fisher, Satchell and Watkins 1985 in “Gardening with New Zealand Plants Shrubs and Trees”)
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