September 2010

Saturday September 11: Organic Gardening Workshop
Free!  Workshop held in conjunction with the PNCC at the Awapuni Recycling Centre, from 10am – 1pm.  To register: phone SuperGrans (354 3804).  Registration prior to workshop is ideal but as there are still spaces available you could come along anyway.  If tomorrow is not suitable, another workshop will be held soon - so register your interest now!
Saturday September 11: Get Wild About NZ – Open Day
This year Conservation Week runs from 12th to 19th September and the theme this year is ‘Love New Zealand’. People are encouraged to work together to enjoy the things that make NZ and our region in particular, unique.
To get things rolling, DOC PNth will be holding an open day at the Palmerston North i-SITE to promote special places and recreational opportunities in the area. For more information contact Kelly Stratford at DOC on (06) 3509708 or email kstratford@doc.govt.nz
Sunday September 12: A great opportunity to do the Manawatu Gorge walk – register for the shuttle! 
To celebrate Conservation week, Forest & Bird are making it easy for people to walk from the Ashhurst end to the Ballance end by providing a shuttle service at the Ballance end carpark.   
No need to have a vehicle at each end - the shuttle will return you to the Ashhurst end after your walk!    
You must register on the day with the Forest & Bird representative stationed in the Ashhurst end carpark – register between 8.00am and 12.00pm.   A gold coin donation would be greatly appreciated. 
More info at http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation-week-home/whats-happening/wanganui/ or ask at the i-Site Open Day (see above) 
Sunday September 12: Palmy Farmers Market - every Sunday!  
Market from 9 am till 1 pm, in Coleman Place, Palmerston North (indoors venue).  To receive a weekly update email info@martinboroughmanner.co.nz
To hire a community table - $10 to sell your excess fresh produce (up to three times a year) - email pnfarmersmarket@gmail.com
Sunday September 12: A Rocha PN fortnightly meeting  
A Rocha is an international Christian nature conservation organization.  The group usually meets at the Plant Propagation Unit at Longburn Adventist College between 1.30 and 3.30 p.m.  If you are interested in finding out more phone John Flenley (06) 357 6844 or email C.J.Johnson@massey.ac.nz 
Monday - Wednesday September 13 - 15: Conservation Week at Te Manawa
Come and see how important our natural resources are and what impact mankind is having on them today.  Te Manawa and Horizons are running activities at Te Manawa for members of the public and local school children from 10am – 2pm. The Big Green Rig will be there! More info: http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation-week-home/whats-happening/wanganui/
Monday – Friday September 13 - 17 Conservation Week action special – but not for the faint hearted!
Two Mokai Gravity Canyon activities for the price of one - more info at http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation-week-home/whats-happening/wanganui/
Tuesday September 14: Presentation - 'It's a hard rock life:  Hawaiian conservation from a Kiwi perspective'
Gaylynne Carter, a Ph.D. student at Massey’s Ecology Department spent time recently with a number of conservation practitioners in Hawaii.  She will give an illustrated presentation on her findings which confirmed her thinking that we don't know how lucky we are!  
This is a Forest & Bird Manawatu public meeting.  DOC will also present awards for 'Conservation' to TWO local people in recognition of their dedication to the cause.
Starts 7.30pm Te Manawa Art, Palmerston North.  A gold coin donation appreciated.  All welcome!
Thursday September 16: MEET THE WOMEN CANDIDATES
All women candidates for Palmerston North City Council, District Health Board and Horizons Regional Council have been invited to make presentations.
· Hosted by the National Council of Women (Manawatu Branch) 
· 5.00pm to 7.00pm at the Palmerston North Leisure Centre
· Chairperson Barbara Arnold National Vice President of NCW
Thursday September 16: Manawatu Access Radio Charitable Trust Annual Public Meeting
· Guest speaker NZ’s longest serving Access manager and Ex Stand-up (now Sit-down) comedian, Michael Wilson 
· 5:30pm Access Manawatu 162 Broadway Ave, PN 
· Light refreshments will be available 
· Please RSVP to: manager@accessmanawatu.co.nz  by Monday 13th September.
September 17 – 28: Manawatu Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2010 at Square Edge
This is your chance to view the photos that didn’t make it into the main exhibition at Te Manawa (which will continue until Oct 10).  The exhibition celebrates the diversity, drama and beauty of NZ’s wildlife, and equally the diverse talent of amateur photographers in the Manawatu
Square Edge Gallery hours: Mon – Fri 9am to 5pm, Sat 9.30am – 1.30pm. Closed Sundays and public holidays
Starting September 18 - 19: Taranaki Environment Centre Permaculture Design Certificate Taranaki Environment Centre Permaculture Design Certificate starts soon! First weekend is 18th & 19th September 2010. Lots of fun, lots of great people. For details see www.environaki.co.nz
Saturday and Sunday September 18 -19: National launch of film “The Unnatural History of the Käkäpö”
Another Conservation Week activity!  This documentary tells the story of the unique kâkâpô, once thought to be extinct, and the dedicated team of people who are working to ensure the species survives.   
Cinemas throughout the country have shown their support by offering to contribute part of the proceeds from ticket sales to the Kâkâpô Recovery Programme.  Showing at both days at Downtown Cinema Gold at 3pm.  
More info at http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation-week-home/whats-happening/wanganui/
Saturday 18 – Sunday 26 September: Keep New Zealand Beautiful - Clean Up Week 
· Choose a place you would like to clean up and take part as family-group friends-sports team-work place-school and register clean up your activity.
· Free Bags & Gloves will be provided - clean up kits will be delivered by courier to land address. 
· You’ll need to supply number people, site of clean up and address date & time clean up.
· Rubbish collected can be deposited (for free) in specially marked bins at local recycling centre
· Register your activity at http://www.knzb.org.nz/  Local organiser is Ann Heaphy at Urban Care phone 027 685 65 74
Sunday September 19: Pit Park People Working party 
The Pit Park is at the Vogel Street end of Featherston Street (PN), with entry just before Tweed Street.   Working parties are regularly held every third Sunday afternoon of the month - starting at 1.30pm and finishing around 3pm with a cup of tea.  All welcome!
For more info on activities: contact Malcolm on 357 5570, or Marise on 354 0062.  More on the Pit Park Project: http://www.environmentnetwork.org.nz/106.html
Monday September 20: Science Centre AGM plus talk - "Animal Behaviour and Aspects of Conservation Management"
Associate Professor John Holland will discuss his research in which he applies a range of technologies to study animals of conservation interest, including some in Africa.  John is a supervisor of a number of postgraduate students studying wildlife movement and behaviour.  Another aspect of his research involves conservation management. He brings to his research a background in Economics holding an overseas PhD in Economics.
· When: 8.00 pm
· Where: Art Gallery, Te Manawa, 326 Main Street, Palmerston North
· Visitors welcome
Tuesday September 21: Green Drinks! The Manawatu River - The One Plan Influence
· Speaker: Greg Carlyon Horizons Regional Council  
· Venue: SquashGYM, 22 Linton Street, Palmerston North 
· From 5.30pm, speaker from 6pm.  All Welcome, nibbles provided, bar available. 
· Please RSVP for catering purposes to: tom.croskery@pncc.govt.nz 
Tuesday September 21: Sampling biodiversity in the Ross Sea, Antarctica – talk by Dr Julie Hall, NIWA 
The International Polar Year saw a wide range of research programmes conducted in Antarctica, including one by NIWA on board the research vessel Tangaroa. The team on board spent 6 weeks sampling the ocean and the sea floor to explore the biodiversity of the Ross Sea. The presentation will cover where the Tangaroa went, the diverse ways in which samples were collected and what was found.  This talk will have wide appeal to those interested in biology and wildlife.
· September meeting of RSNZ Manawatu Branch
· Te Manawa Art Gallery, 326 Main Street, PN
· Starts 7.30 pm
Friday and Saturday nights September 24 and 25: A weekend at Sixtus Lodge
A joint trip for Forest & Bird and Kiwi Conservation Club members, this is a chance to experience 'the great outdoors' - a good weekend away!
Further information - contact Rowan Bell - 354-1811 or Zaneta Park - 359-3846 
Wednesday September 29: Cycle Aware Manawatu Public Meeting
CAM meets on the last Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm, usually at Cafe Eminem on Broadway (Turkish cafe, 94-98 Broadway, Princess St end).  
If you are interested in advocacy, promotion and support for commuter, school and family cycling in the Palmerston North City and surrounding area – you are welcome to join them.   For more details email cycleawaremanawatu@yahoo.com
