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Dear Private Bush Restoration 

 

Seasons greetings and welcome to the January 2004 edition of the 'Conservation Volunteer'. We invite you to provide us with feedback, information, pictures and articles that we may include in future newsletters (send to conservol@clear.net.nz). In this issue we report from our AGM, profile some of the projects on our website and bring you a range of upcoming events and volunteering opportunities. John Hogan also reports on his visit to the NZ Ecological Restoration Network Conference in November.

 

This newsletter is being circulated to over 2400 individuals and groups who are committed to the care of our environment. Please forward this newsletter to others who you know will appreciate our message. Sponsorship and donations to our charitable organisation are gratefully received. It's just one way you can make a difference. 

 



 

EXTRACTS FROM CHAIRMAN'S REPORT TO A.G.M.  November 2003.

 

Steady progress has been recorded with both project and volunteer registrations on our website through the past year. While many improvements to the programme are under consideration the system is clearly working well.

 

Mark Bellingham -Massey University nominee, and Toby Kingston, our Honorary Treasurer, have been added to the Board. Resignations have been accepted from Jim Lewis and Jim Holdaway.  We are seeking additional Board members of a calibre that will strengthen our management, but the focus has been rather on the website and routine administration than on increasing membership from which we can draw leaders. 

 

Future Operations:
A great deal of time this year has been spent making funding applications from which results are expected in the near future. Once funding is available we can proceed with desirable improvements to the website and arrange contracts which will enable us to expand our operations,  produce publications to support the website, communicate more frequently with our clients, and build up the organisation itself. 

 

Funding has also been applied for to set up a team leadership training programme, meeting Dept of Conservation, ARC Parks and similar requirements.  

 

The importance to the environment and conservation in New Zealand of maintaining and developing our service in linking volunteers and projects is widely acknowledged. It is to be hoped that the coming year will see our resources of people and funding increased to the levels necessary.

 

I extend my thanks to the Board members who have devoted time to the organisation and to Internet Concepts for their generous website hosting.

 

John Hogan.       Chairman.   

 


 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

Weed Ecology and Biocontrol of Weeds Workshops 

 

Due to popular demand Landcare Research is running another weed ecology workshop on the 23rd February 2004, and this time it will be run back to back with a biocontrol of weeds workshop the following day (24th of February 2004). To see the exciting line up of speakers and topics to be covered please email Lynley Hayes at the address below. This is also a great opportunity to meet people from a wide variety of organisations who are battling weeds.

 

Both workshops will be held at Auckland University's Tamaki Campus and are free of charge. Lunch will be available both days at the cost of $10 per head, or you can make your own arrangements. Morning and afternoon tea will be provided free of charge. No written proceedings will be produced but copies of Powerpoint presentations will probably be made available afterwards.

 

To secure yourself a space at these workshops please email Lynley Hayes: hayesl@landcareresearch.co.nz. Please indicate if you would like to attend both workshops or just one of them and also whether you wish to take advantage of the catered lunch option (and if so whether you have any special dietary requirements).

 

Please feel free to forward this message on to any other people who may be interested in attending. Numbers are limited to 120 on a first come first served basis. Directions will be provided nearer the time. Hope to see you there!

 

Lynley Hayes - Programme Leader
Biocontrol of Weeds (Commercial)
Landcare Research
PO Box 69
Lincoln
New Zealand
Ph 03 3256 701 ext 3808 Fax 03 3252 418 

 

National Wetland Trust

 

The National Wetland Trust, in association with Greater Wellington and Action Bio-community, are staging a practical "hands on" forum for people with an interest in wetland management and conservation to be held at Tapu te Ranga Marae on February 27 and 28th 2004.

 

Restoring Wetlands - A highly practical forum for all people committed to wetland well-being! Training, knowledge exchange, networking and sharing stories.

 

When: Friday 27 February 2004 and Saturday 28 February 2004. Optional Field Trip Sunday 29 February 2004.

 

Where: Wellington 

 

This symposium will interest you if... 

 

you're a landowner or part of a community group or iwi with an interest in wetland management and conservation. It will be practical and hands-on', aimed at providing basic technical information, exchanging experiences and providing the opportunity to expand your support network. 

 

you're a wetland scientist looking to contribute your knowledge and experience to others and network with the community.

 

you work for Local Government or the Department of Conservation and would like to learn more about wetlands and their value, share resources, build a support network and learn from others from around the country.

 

.........or you're just interested in wetlands!

 

Register your interest in participating and/or attending: email: wetlands@gw.govt.nz
fax: 04 385 6960 or ring 0800 496 734.

 

We're looking for people to present papers that focus on: practical wetland management; restoration techniques; case studies; and best practice.

 

Send your abstracts to wetlands@gw.govt.nz by 30 January 2004. Programme and registration details will be available on the National Wetland Trust website, www.wetlandtrust.org.nz, from mid-December 2003. 

The registration form is also available from the NZES meetings webpage, www.nzes.org.nz/meetings.html 
 

 

Jericho Restoration - Southland

 

Jericho Block - Takitimu Mountains, Southland Friday 23 April - Tuesday 27 April 2004 15 people / 5 days.

 

Jericho nestles at the base of the Takitimu Mountain Range in the Waiau Valley along the Southern Scenic Route between Tuatapere and Manapōuri. Originally a Landcorp farm the 1,000 acres is now slowly regenerating from the road to its back boundary with the Takitimus.

 

Volunteers will assist the Te Waiau Mahika Kai Trust and DOC staff to re-construct wetland systems, restore native vegetation and create habitats to attract increasing numbers of native birds. There will also be an opportunity to work in the medicinal herb garden.

 

Fitness/ skills: Low-medium

Accommodation: Rooms with full kitchen/shower and toilet facilities on-site. 

Pick-up Location: Department of Conservation workshop, cnr Spey & Leven Streets, Invercargill at 9am or meet at the Jericho Block on the Blackmount - Manapōuri Road at 11am Friday, 23 April 2004. 

Returning to same location approx 4pm Tuesday, 27 April 2004

Contribution towards food: $75. 

 

For further information contact: Conservation Volunteer Co-ordinator

Department of Conservation, PO Box 743, Invercargill, New Zealand. 

Phone +64 3 214 5986 Fax +64 3 214 4486

E-mail: Dawn Patterson at: invercargill@doc.govt.nz
 

Motuara Island Survey and Track Work 

 

When: 9th to 13th February 2004. 

 

Where: Motuara Island, Marlborough Sounds. 

 

Description: Motuara Island, at the entrance to Queen Charlotte Sound, is now the home of the rare South Island saddleback as well as many other species of birds. Volunteers are needed to assist with bird surveys and track maintenance work on the island. 

 

Fitness/Skills: Medium fitness. 

 

Accommodation: Tents (please bring your own if you have one). 

 

What to bring: Sleeping bag & mat, insect repellent, hat, sun block, wet weather gear, boots, warm clothing, drink bottle, cutlery, mug and plate, camera, torch, swimming togs, and any required medication. 

 

Food: Will be provided. 

 

Pickup: Meet at 9.00am, Sounds Area Office, 14 Auckland Street, Picton.

 

Bookings: Bookings will be taken at the Sounds Area Office and preference will be given to first time attendees. 

 

Contribution: Towards food and costs incurred - $80.00.

 

Contact: Robin Cox, Sounds Area Office, PO Box 161, Picton.

Phone: +64 3 520 3002 Fax : +64 3 520 3003 

E-mail: rcox@doc.govt.nz
 



ADVANCED SEARCH TOOL NOW AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
 

Our website host and designer, Net Concepts, have recently added an Advanced Search' feature to our website www.conservationvolunteers.org.nz. This enhances user friendliness by allowing detailed volunteer project searches through geographical and date filters.

 


PROJECTS ON THE WEBSITE
 

We are in the process of updating all the conservation projects on our website and welcome new projects. If your organisation or group would like their volunteer project details listed on our website either: 

1. Register as a project provider on our website and enter your groups project details direct; or
2. Send project details to us at conservol@clear.net.nz and we will add them to our website.

 


PROJECT PROFILES:
 

Long Bay Regional Park 

 

The Auckland regional parks provide volunteer opportunities for hundreds - even thousands - of volunteers every year. While many of these are school groups or local community groups passionate about their local park, a number are internationals visiting NZ on their OE.

Long Bay Regional Park is often a starting point for the international volunteers seeking opportunities in the Northern Regional Parks. Some of the activities and tasks include nursery work, track maintenance, farming, tree planting or just general park maintenance and repairs.   

Ideally trained and capable individuals work away on tasks by themselves or with other volunteers. But often the park rangers work in to achieve the desired results. A number of our parks do offer accommodation in return for  their help, and when possible we try to provide transport and opportunities in other networked parks.

The photo below shows volunteers planting the sand dunes at Long Bay Regional Park. June 2003 

I have just had an international volunteer, Dimitri (Russian). He stayed on the park for two weeks, completing a range of different tasks. Lizette, a volunteer from Holland, also spent some time at Long Bay as well as helping out at Three Streams Arboretum in Albany. This gave her a solid introduction to the N.Z. environment - very helpful for further volunteer placements she had arranged throughout the country.

Cheers,
Aaron

Aaron Pickering
Park Ranger
Northern Sector
www.arc.govt.nz
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Te Henga/Bethells Beachcare Group - Waitakere City 

 

The Te Henga/Bethells Beachcare group has been working on the Te Henga dunelands on Auckland's West Coast for almost a decade. The beachcare programme is one of the longest operating and largest volunteer dune programmes in New Zealand. Significant progress has been made towards the long-term aim of restoring the dune forests and shrublands. Alison Davis, Coordinator of this group writes "The volunteers provided through the NZTCV website have been of great assistance. A number of times these additional volunteers have really made a difference to what we have been able to achieve on our monthly volunteer days. Also NZTCV has enabled us to cast our volunteer network wider, bringing in people who use our beach but live in other parts of Auckland".

 

Visit NZTCV's website www.conservationvolunteers.org.nz if you would like to help out on this project.

 



 

RECENT PROJECTS ADDED TO OUR WEBSITE

 

Eco-Adventure & Sustainable Living Programmes - Tararu Valley- Coromandel Peninsula 

 

Volunteers will participate in a range of conservation and green building projects while living in a sustainable way. So while you will be involved in track work, planting, seed gathering and helping to grow your own vegetables you will learn about alternative building methods and low impact living. Our staff have considerable depth of experience in many adventurous and low-key recreation activities. We love the outdoors and we savour the best that NZ has to offer - we undertake 1-2 day trips every week and a week- long trip every 4-6 weeks.

 

Essential and Desired experience:
No previous experience is necessary, just the willingness to learn and participate. Those with previous skills and experience may be offered longer term placements, please contact us to discuss this further.

 

Position Descriptions:
General volunteers. Specific roles vary including gardeners, builders, landscapers, administrators, please contact us for more information. 

 

Accommodation Description:
Our main volunteer cottage typically sleeps 9, which with our other buildings (including a volunteer built earth house!) allows us to accommodate about 20 volunteers year-round. Rooms are typically shared (2-3/room), and are simple, neat and small. 

 

Food Available: Yes 

 

Transport Available: Yes 

 

Volunteers Need to bring:
Sleeping bag, work clothes, water proof clothing, hiking boots, hats, gloves, Swim wear, sports shoes. An equipment list will be sent to you once your place on the programme has been confirmed.

 

Project Outcomes:
Helps to educate the volunteers and local community about the importance of restoring native NZ rainforest and green building methods while learning to live sustainably. For those living locally the riverside planting helps to maintain the road which is popular for walks and bike rides.

 

Contact information:
E-mail: volunteer@tararuvalley.org
Website:www.tararuvalley.org
 

Waitemata Harbour Cleanup Trust 

 

Climb aboard the 'Phil Warren' and cruise the beautiful Waitemata Harbour while doing your part for conservation. Clean litter out of the harbour thereby preserving its natural beauty for the benefit and enjoyment of the public. Warm wet weather gear, a change of clothes, towell, food, water and hardy footwear are all thats needed. Boat operates 40hrs/5 days per week. Contact Hayden on 021 180 8243 to register your interest. Happy sailing.

 



 

NEW PUBLICATIONS

 

NZ Indigenous Tree Bulletins 

 

Forest Research in conjunction with Tane's Tree Trust summarises the latest information about management of planted stands of native trees with a focus on timber production as well as other environmental, cultural and social values. The first one on Totara is out now, with further ones on Kauri and Native Trees due this year. It is available free to members of interest groups promoting the planting and management of native trees. Request your copy from David Bergin, Forest Research 07 343 5899 or email: david.bergin@forestresearch.co.nz

For more information on Tane's Tree Trust, please contact the Chairman, Ian Barton, R.D.3, Papakura, 09 292 4825, Email - ibtrees@ihug.co.nz
 

Learning and education for sustainability 

 

"This century may well be one of relearning on a grand scale", says Dr Morgan Williams, Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, "relearning how we Homo sapiens can sustain ourselves on a planet that has limits".

This is a theme of the Commissioner's new report 'See Change: Learning and education for sustainability'. The report will help to raise the level of debate about education for sustainability and stimulate effective action so that New Zealanders can learn to live in sustainable ways.

"There will be heated debate," notes Dr Williams, "because this learning will challenge strongly held beliefs about our social and economic systems". Contentious issues include an economic system based around a narrow focus on economic growth, which often does not contribute to a better quality of life, and the role of advertising in shaping our life-style.

 

You can download the article free on: www.pce.govt.nz/reports/allreports/1_877274_12_7.shtml
 



 

WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT

 

NZ National Parks and Conservation Foundation www.nationalparks.org.nz
 

NZ Landcare Trust www.landcare.org.nz
 

Christchurch Environment Centre - An excellent range of information and educational resources www.environment.org.nz
 

Office for the Community & Voluntary Sector Te Tari mo te Rangai a-Hapori, a-Tuao www.goodpracticeparticipate.govt.nz
 

The Land Transport Safety Authority has recently developed a factsheet for volunteers who carry passengers. Find it at: www.ltsa.govt.nz/factsheets/18.html
 

American Conservation Experience is a volunteer program committed to accomplishing ecological restoration projects in Grand Canyon National Park and other public lands in America's Southwest. ACE is grounded in the philosophy that international understanding and goodwill can be achieved through cooperative, challenging labour on meaningful conservation projects and that physically demanding work in inspiring locations has the power to unite people in a common cause. ACE volunteers experience diverse project opportunities, including track construction, revegetation, and botanical surveys in a range of settings and ecosystems throughout the Southwestern United States. Please visit our site: www.conservationvolunteersusa.org
 

The Sierra Club www.sierraclub.org
 

Envirolink at www.envirolink.org
 



 

GETTING TOGETHER - JOHN HOGAN'S REPORT FROM NZERN NOVEMBER CONFERENCE

 

The November Conference and Workshop of NZ Ecological Restoration Network that I attended in Wellington was both useful and enjoyable. Useful because this organisation's website www.bush.org.nz provides the most comprehensive database of NZ environmental and conservation groups and organisations and their activities, together with a wealth of background information and advice, which we need to consolidate; enjoyable because I met and discussed mutual interests with many old friends and new ones, from as far away as Southland. 

 

Most, not all, of the groups represented have benefited from volunteers supplied through our website; some were not even aware of us and our services.

 

The Conference was subsidised by the recently established Biodiversity Fund administered by the Department of Conservation, and very thoroughly organised by Mike Peters, the driving force behind NZERN, and his energetic wife Tracey. Friday was occupied mainly with DoC staff, Saturday with field trips to Somes Island and the Karori Wildlife Sanctuary, excellent opportunities for sharing information, Sunday with business meetings at Turnbull House.  The latter included instructive sessions on the operations and use of the website and database, and one on the implications of complying with OSH, the new Health and Safety regulations. This was presented by Kit Howden from Auckland, a founding member of NZTCV.

 

An important issue for NZTCV is the proposed close integration of our website with that of NZERN, so that each has full access to the other's specialised database and information without duplicating the work.

 

I also had the opportunity of visiting with staff of the QE11 National Trust, the Conservation Director of Forest and Bird, and members of the Pacific Institute of Resource Management.

 



OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

 

The Tindall Foundation, ASB Trust, Massey University, The Ecologist, Net Concepts, Three Streams Conservation



WHY ARE YOU RECEIVING THIS NEWSLETTER

Because you are a member or prospective member, a volunteer, belong to an organisation that organises projects or supports conservation in other ways, or a Government or local government project provider. But if you are not interested in our purpose and activities, please ask us to delete your name. [image: image2.png]



